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Tothe Editor of the Bee. 
Sir, 
Tuk inclofed obfervations were written fome years ago, 
at the requeft of a gentleman diftinguifhed for his pa- 
triotic exertions in parliament. If you think they will 
throw any new light on this interefting fubject, I thall 
be glad to fee them obtain a place in your ufeful mif- 
cellany. 8. I. 





Conjeures on Taxation. 


Taxes may be confidered as a compofition in lieu of 
perfonal fervice, paid to the ftate for the fupport and 
equipment of thofe who are conftantly employed in 
the fervice of the public. 

It has been alleged, that certain impofts are paid by 
particular orders of the people, without affecting the 
other claffes of the community. 

When we refle&t, however, on the dependence the 
different ranks of the people have upow each other, we 
can hardly conceive how one -clafs can be affeted, with- 
out affecting all the other claffles. 


Vo. I. S¢ 
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We ought not to confound the advance, with the 
ultimate payment of the-taxes; the one is obvious, the 
other may elude our obfervation. 

When the circuniftances of a nation are profperous, 
it is probable, that every additional tax is ultimately 
paid, by an increafed produce of the labour of the indui- 
trious clafs of citizens. 

If an additional tax is impofed, in confequence of an 
addition made to the number of the fervants of the 
public; fuch addition may diminifh the number of 
productive labourers; but the diminifhed number of 
labourers, may be able to produce as much as the un- 
diminifhed did. Or if an‘additional tax be impofed, 
in confequence of a more ample provifion made for the 
fervants of the ftate, the productive labourers may be 
able to increafe the produce of the labour, as much as 
the increafed provifion made to the fervants of the ftate, 
amounts to. 

Such increafe in the produce of labour, is not necef- 
farily the refult of an increafed exertion in induftry.— 
As the different branches of induftry are improved, the 
fame actual exertion produces more than before fuch 
improvement tuok plate. 

During the progreflive ftate of a nation therefore, 
taxes ray be fometimes increafed, without much affedt- 
ing the great body of the people. 

Hencetaxes with regard tothe nation in general, when 
they are impofed in confequence of increafing the fer- 
vants of the ftate, may in a certain degree be nominal 
only ; for if fuch addition is made from the idle and dif- 
fipated, fuch of thefe as have no fund, from which to 
defray their expences, are perhaps no greater tax upon 
the public when ferving the ftate, than they were be- 
fore. 

Taxes being advanced in money, if the value of mo- 
ney diminifhes, additional taxes muft be impofed ; and 
if fuch. additional taxes are only equivalent to the fall 
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in the value of money, fuch additional taxes will be 
no more than nominal. 

When the circumftances of a ftate are ftationary, as 
production and confumption, or expenditure, are equal, 
every additional tax muft be difcharged, by a diminu- 
tion of confumption or expenditure. 

In the declining ftate of a nation, when produce is 
lefs than expenditure, additional taxes mult be paid by 
the exportation of ftock ; in this cafe they will be doub- 
ly felt by the body of the people. 

Induftry by the exportation of ftock will lofe a va- 
luable inftrument, and fuffer by lofing the demand, 
which the ftock, while remaining at home, made upon 
it. 

Taxes then being ultimately paid, either by an in- 
creafe of the produce of labour, a diminution of con- 
fumption or expenditure, or by exporting ftock, it 
does not appear, will be lefs felt by the body of the peo- 
ple, when advanced to the ftate by an impoft on wine, 
than by a duty upon candles. 

Certain individuals will at all times have it in their 
power to free themfelves from the burden of taxes, by 
throwing their fhare of it upon the fhoulders of others. 
This depends not fo much on their rank and fituation, 
as on the demand for their labour, or for the ufe of 
their property. 

‘The exemption therefore, that individuals may enjoy 
from taxes, does not fo much depend upon the mode 
by which it is advanced, as upon the circumftances 
above mentioned. 

‘Taxes being advanced in money, and in confiderable 
fums, the lower claffes of the people not being poffefied 
of money, cannot be fubjected to the advance of taxes. 

Hencé pole taxes have been found oppreflive; and 
fuch taxes are obnoxious, becaufe they are too vifible. 
Taxes of this fpecies will generally be paid with reluc- 
tance, and in many cafes with difficulty ; of this kind 
may be reckoned the window and houfe taxes. 


Sf 2 
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Taxes upon merchandize and manufacture, if mode. 
rate, are advanced without fcruple, becaufe thofe who 
advance them, are fenfible they will be repaid the ad- 
vance. Taxes of this defcription are not obvious to 
the repayers, becaufe they are confounded with the 
piice ; they are not obvioufly oppreflive even to the lows 
er clafs of the people, becaufe the repayment is made 
in {mall fums at different times : a perfon who drinks 
a = of ftrong beer per day, will repay to the advancer 
of the duty upon ftrong beer 344 dayly ; fuch a perfon 
mightperhaps be unableto pay atonce 10s. 6d. per annum, 

The produce of a tax, muft be greater than the par- 
ticular purpofe for which it is impofed requires, in 
proportion to the expence of collecting it. 

As taxes upon import or-‘manufacture appear leaft 
oppreflive or obnoxious, it may be proper to enquire 
which are leaft burdenfome when ultimately paid. If 
upon a comparifon it fhould be found, that the neat 
produce of the revenue arifing from the duties of excife, 
is more in proportion to the grofs than that of the cuf- 
toms, the excife duties will be faid to be colleéted at 
lefs expence than thofe of the cuftoms. The fees of 
revenue officers being equally a tax upon the public 
with their falaries, if at any time it fhould appear, that 
the fees paid to officers of the cuftoms, are greater than 
thofe paid to officers of excife, will it not further leffen 
the proportion between the grofs and nett produce of 
that branch of revenue $=? The perfon who advances 
any part of a tax, is not only repaid it, but is alfo paid 
a premium for the money he has advanced. 

If a duty amounting to 100,000 |. is advanced a year 
before it is repaid, fuppofe the premium tol. per cent, 
fuch a tax will be to the repayers 110,000 1. 

Taxes on manufacture therefore, will be lefs burden- 


¢ Is not every fee a bribe? or at Jeaft a mode of payment that has a 
tendency to debafe the mind, and for which the donor expects more 
than the mere difcharge of duty ? 
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fome than impoifts upon materials ; hence ale is more 
properly taxed than malt. 

For‘ the fame reafon, excife duties which are impo- 
fed on manufacture, are more apparently proper than 
the duties of cuftoms, which fall indifferently upon ma- 
terial and manufacture. Perhaps a greater revenue 
might be raifed from the duty on fugar, without in- 
creafing the burden of the people in general, if the 
gréater proportion of it was charged upon the fugar 
baker, from an account taken of it after fining. 

Smuggling is the conftant attendant on heavy duties ; 
and it is a double tax upon the public, becaufe, when 
it obtains, the revenue is dire€tly diminifhed, and the 
failure of the intpoft, muft be compenfated by fome 
new impofts*. Befides, in fuch cafes, reftri€tive laws 
are made, to prevent abufes of this kind, the execution 
of which requires an additional number of officers : this 
fubjeéts the public to an additional expence, without 
benefiting the revenue; for we apprehend, where the 
temptation to fmuggling is fufficiently powerful, re- 
ftri¢ting laws have in no one inftance had a good effet. 
To prevent {muggling therefore, taxes ought to be mo- 
derate ; hence many articles muft be taxed. There is 
another reafon for laying moderate taxes on a variety 
of commodities: When a commodity comes to be fub- 
je@ted to a tax, whether a home manufacture or an im- 
porty a certain proportion of the ftock employed in car- 
rying on its manufacture or importation muft be de- 
tached for the purpofe of advancing the tax, and fuch 
manufacture or trade may fuffer by the lofs of the ftock 
thus advanced. 

Another circumftance merits attention: The fame 
wants may be fupplied by a variety of articles ; 


* Lord North laid an additional duty on foap, becanfe the price was 
falling : as the value of a taxed commodity falls, the tax rifles ed valorem ; 
and of courfe the temptation to fmuggling increafes, the tax on foap is 
at prefent about sol. per cent. ad valorem; and it may with probability 
be predicted, that the quantity of foap charged with duty will fall be- 
jow its ufual average in confequence of fmuggling. 
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among thefe there will be a natural conipetition 
of price; an impoft on one, will deftroy in proportion 
to its heavinefs this natural)competition, and m5 turn 
* the fcale in favour of another, until the rife in its price 
is compenfated by improvements im its manufacture or 
otherwife, 

Let us now confider, what circumftances fhould des 
termine us in the choice of fubjeéts of taxation. 

Commodities whofe manufacture or import are in 
the hands of a few, being more eafily taken account of 
than thofe in the hands of many, impofts on them may 
be more cheaply colle€ted. Among all manufactured 
commodities, duties on glafs and printed cotton are col- * 
le&ted at the leaft expence. A drty upon delft, ‘tone- 
ware, bricks, tyles, and flower-pots, might be levied at 
a {mall expence, the charge to be made at the kiin. 

That flage of manufacture which takes up the lar 
geft time, is the moft proper for taking account of it and 
charging the duty: ‘Thus, though the duty is impofed 
upon drying malt, yet the account of it is taken when 
in the ciftern, couch, or on the floor, not when it comes 
from the kiln. 

Commodities, therefore, whofe manufaétures are 
more tedious, are preferable to fuch as are Jefs fo, as 
{ubjeéts of taxation. Bleaching being one of the moft 
tedious procefles we are acquainted with, a duty upon 
whitened linen or cotton cloth might be charged at 
the bleaching-field with the greateft certainty. 

‘The advance of duties will be fhorter upon commo- 
dities that are not meliorated by keeping, than upon 
fuch as are improved by age. 

Commodities that are fit for ufe, when they have 
paffed through the hands of the manufacturer, are pre+ 
ferable, as fubjeéts of taxation, to thofe that muft be 
kept for any length of time; the bottle is not the bet« 
ter for the keeping, but the wine is. Hence, during 
whatever ftage of its manufacture, the duty upon a 
commodity may be charged, it fhould not be exacted 
till near the time the commodity is fit for ufe: thea 
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the duty upon glafs.may be fooner exaéted, ‘than that 
upon wine.’ The credit given in:paying the malt du- 
ty is proper; for though it does not improve by keep- 
ing, yet the greateft patt of it is made many months 
before it is confumed. 

The time of paying the leather duty, is fixed with 
great propriety. 

A moderate impoft upon commodities of general ufe 
or confumption produces a greater revenue than heavy 
taxes on fuch as are confumed by the few. The annual 
amount of the duty on ftrong beer is about 1,500,000l. 
The produce of an import of 21. per ton’on wine was 
in 1780 eftimated at 30,0001. per annum *. 

Commodities of general ufe are preferable fubjects of 
taxation, to thofe that are lefs univerfally confumed 
or ufed. 

The great confumption of whale oil, even in light- 
ing the ftreets, renders it probable that an impoft on 
it would be confiderably productive. Candles are tax- 
ed. A duty upon whale oil might be charged at the 
boiling-houfe. 

A duty on tin-plate charged at the mill would be 
produtive : As would be a duty on gun-powder. 

Merchants and manufa¢turers complain when the 
particular branches of trade are taxed. It will, how- 
ever, be found, that thofe branches of trade and ma- 
nufacture that have been moderately taxed for a cen- 
tury paft, have fucceeded, as well as thofe that have 
not, or even as {uch as have been foftered by bounties. 

‘Moderate impofts on manufactures tend perhaps to 
haften their improvement, both as a flimulus to inge- 
nuity, and as tending to throw manufactures into the 
hand of perfons poffefled of ftock. 

The revenue arifing from licences is confiderabl: ; 
but it feems to be a yery unequal mode of taxation. 


* The ale duty might be rendered ftill more produ&tive, by making 
a reafoxable and equitable alteration in the brewery laws. 
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As licences ate paid at once, if not exceedingly mode~ 
rate, they may, in many cafes, be oppreffive. 

Confectioners, perfumers, and hair-dreffers, might 
be fubjeéted to the payment of-a licence with as much 
propriety as the retailers of {mall beer. 

The coach duty may be reckoned a licence tax; be- 
ing charged per tale, it is not liable to the objeétion of 

inequality. 

'. A {mall duty, charged per ton on all fhips and vef- 
fels, might be levied at little expence, and with great 
certainty. 

Stamp-duties have, of late, become common; all 
perhaps, that can be faid in their favour, is, that they 
are cheaply collected. They point out no particular 
improvement by which. they can. be compenfated. 
They are, in the firft inftance, unequal, and cannot 
be retailed like impofts on merchandize or manufac- 
ture. In their payment, nothing is feen but the 
tax. : 

«¢ There are two ftates in Europe, (fays Montef- 
quieu), where there are heavy impofts on liquor; in 
the one (England), the brewer alone pays the tax; 
in the other (Holland), it is indifcriminately levied 
upon all the confumers. In the firft, nobody feels the 
rigour of the impoft ; in the fecond, it is looked upon 
as a grievance.” 

Stamp-duties will always be obnoxious, and every ef- 
fort will be made to evade them. There is no reafon to 
apprehend, that before the receipt-tax can be made ef- 
ficient, fuch encouragement mutt be given to inform- 
efs, as may prove prejudicial to morals. 

In fpite of Mr. Sherridan’s affertion, taxes of this 
kind are perhaps, of all others, the leaft proper for a 
free people. 
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Farther explanations of the tendency of the regulations 
propofed in our laff, re/pecting Imprifonment for Debt. 


Ir will eafily be perceived, that the two great points 
aimed at in the foregoing regulations are, to throw bars 
in the way of wanton imprifonment of debtors; and to 
render it difficult for a bankrupt ever to live in eafe and 
affluence until his juit debts fhall have been all paid. 

The only particular that will feem fingular, and will 
be liable to be mifunderftood, is that regulation which 
permits eyery individual creditor, after the bankrupt’s 
effects have been fold, and an equal dividend of the 
price of them has been made among the whole, to ar- 
reft the debtor’s effects, and to apply the price of them 
towards the payment of his own debts only, without 
communicating any part of it to the other creditors : 
fome explanation of the reafons that fuggefted that re- 
gulation may therefore be neceflary. 

It is found by experience, that where many perfons 
are alike interefted in any tranfaction, where the 
value of the whole is much greater than that of the 
feparate parts, an individual feldom choofes to take up- 
on himfelf the difagreeable tafk of a profecutor, where 
others are to be equally benefited by that profecution 
as himfelf. On this account, it is found by experience, 
that after a bankrupt’s effe&ts have been once fold, and 
a dividend of them made, his creditors feldom ever 
think of recovering any more from him at a future pe- 
riod; and therefore feldom hefitate about granting a 
difcharge; fo that, fhould the debtor, in a very fhort 
time acquire affluence, -his original creditors muft be 
content to bear their lofs with patience. ‘This circum- 
ftance is no doubt carefully remarked by thofe who 
have a fraudulent bankruptcy in view; the chance of 
its taking place carefully computed, and their conduct 

Vou. I. Tr 
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regulated by that calculation. It therefore tends great- 
ly to encourage fraudulent bankruptcies. 

By the regulation here propofed, creditors im general 
will not be in a worfe fituation than they are at prefent ; 
for thofe who never intend to look after the debtor from 
the time they receive the laft dividend of the bankrupt’s 
effects, will be precifely in the fame fituation as they 
are in at prefent. But thofe whofe circumftances make 
fuch forbearance extremely inconvenient for them, will 
be in a much better fituation than they are, as the law 
now ftands. ‘They well know, that if the debtor has 
not acted fairly by his creditors, a few years will dif- 
cover that he is able to live in affluence; and as they 
will then, efpecially if their debts be fmall, by a ftrict 
attention to his conduét, be able, by diftrefs, to reco- 
ver payment, they will be difpofed not to grant a dif- 
charge till they fee very good reafons for their doing 
fo. A fraudulent debtor, in thefe circumftances, would 
find himfelf fo narrowly watched by his individual cre- 
ditors, that his fituation would never be an agreeable 
one ; fo that mankind would have little inducement 
voluntarily to put themfelves into that fituation. 

Should it be faid that creditors who live in the neigh- 
bourhood of the debtor would thus have an advantage 
over thofe at a diftance—this is admitted: But ftill 
thofe at a diftance are no worfe than they are at 
prefent. ‘They would even he better: For if it fhould 
appear that there was a chance of recovering any thing 
confiderable of their claim, they would always find 
fome perfon who would purchafe the debt at a reafon- 
able price. : 

By admitting a new bankruptcy to take place, where 
new debts had been contracted, and allowing the former 
creditors to rank equally, while the debtor’s effeéts in 
the mean time were always liable to be carried off by 
the old creditors, bankrupts would find it more dif_i- 
cult to obtain credit than they now do, which would 
operate as an additional bar to the practice of fraudu- 
lent bankruptcies, and as a caution to avoid bankrupt- 
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cies of any kind, as being attended with fuch difagree- 
able confequences. 

In fhort, though a poor man, who by misfortunes 
had contracted a {mall debt, could never, by thefe regu- 
lations, be deprived of the means of earning his bread ; 
and would have a probable chance of difcherging his 
debts : yet a man im a higher line of life who had con- 
tracted debts to a great amount, in particular to perfons 
who could ill fpare it, would find himfelf ever after- 
wards in circumftances unavoidably fo unpleafant, as to 
make them much more cautious in their f{peculations, 
and much more. fcrupulous about contraéting debts to a 
greater amount than they are at prefent. The confe- 
quences of which caution cannot fail to prove highly 
beneficial to the community. 

The writer of thefe remarks, while he fubmits them 
to the public, thinks it his duty to inform that public, 
that they were written out fome years ago, and fince 
that time, they have been fubmitted to the confideration 
of feveral perfons, in whofe judgment he places confi- 
dence ; and have been read in a very refpectable literary 
fociety ; and that he finds the opinion of thefe perfons 
not unanimous as to the expediency of the propofed re- 
gulations. Thofe among his friends who ftudied the 
fubje&t with the greateft attention, have approved of 
them ; one gentleman only in a high law department 
did difapprove of them, without affigning the reafons. 
The objections that were f{tarted at the literary fociety 
proceeded entirely, as he fuppofes, from a mifunder- 
itanding the fpirit of thefe regulations, as they refpect- 
ed only the difficulty that would attend the carrying on 
profecutions againft bankrupts, and the chance, that on 
account of thefe difficulties, few profecutions of this fort 
would be commenced. ‘This is granted; and it was 
one principal object of thefe regulations to guard againft 
fuch profecutions, under frivolous pretexts. It was 
meant that the effects of the bankrupt fhould go imme- 
diately into the hands of the creditors, with as few de- 
Tt2 
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duéctions from them as poffible ; and that few temptd- 
tions fhould be given for wafting thefe in needlefs or 
oppreflive law-fuits ; fo that this objection only tends 
to thew that the obje& aimed at has a chance of being 
accomplifhed. 

At was again objected, that as the laws refpeting 
bankrupts ftand at prefent, it happens that in this 
country, the bankrupt oftencr abufes his creditor, than 
that the creditor oppreffes his debtor; and that therefore 
any thing that diminifhes the power of the creditor over 
the perfon of the debtor would be an aé& of ill-judged 
humanity. 

This objection feems alfo to proceed from falfe rea- 
foning. If debtors now are found to abufe their credi- 
tors, the bufinefs of the legiflature fhould be to provide 
means for guarding againft that abufe, by difcriminat- 
ing between the innocent and the guilty, and by guard- 
ing the creditor againft loffes by fraud, not by enabling 
him at pleafure to diftrefs the unfortunate; and it is 
believed that all thé regulations above ftated tend to that 

int. 

Y Cosdioas are in the firft place allowed to have recourfe 
to the moft eafy and direét mode of obtaining pofleffion 
of the whole of the debtor’s effeéts; and he has the ftrong- 
eft inducement to difclofe them fairly and candidly. 

They are, in the next place, individually, granted a 
preference for obtaining payment of fuch part of their 
debts as remain undifcharged, after a dividend of effects 
fhall have taken place, that no perfon at -prefent ’ pof- 
feffes in this country, and that no perfon ought of right 
_ to poffefs, but in a cafe of this fort. ‘This certainly is 
a powerful means put within their reach of getting the 
better of the effects of a fraudulent bankruptcy, which 


they do not at prefent enjoy ; and of courfe the fitua- 


tion of creditors muft be bettered by it. 
By the fame regulation, the fituation of a fraudulent 
bankrupt is rendered much lefs agreeable thanarprefent, 
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He will have .more difficu'ty of obtaining credit from 
others: He will have more difficulty to preferve his ill got 
acquifitions, than he now poflefles : _He will of courfe 
have much lefs temptation to put himfelf into that fitu- 
ation than he now has. If fo, he will guard againft the 
chance of bankruptcy with greater care: and if he fees 
it unavoidable, will tzke care to ftop fooner than he 
otherwife would have done; as he will thus have a 
better chance of being able to difcharge his whole 
debts; without which he will foon find it would be 
impoflible to enjoy life with any degree of comfort. 

But if the creditor be benefited, and if the fradu- 
lent debtor be put into a worfe fituation than he other- 
wife would have been; furely no perfon could have 
face to object to thefe regulations, becaufe they tend 
to free the Aone, though unfortunate debtor, from the 
gripe of mercilefs oppreffion ; and to put it in his power 
to earn a fubfiftence to himfelf and family, by his 
induftrious exertions, of which at prefent he may be 
utterly deprived, by the tyrannical difpofition of a def- 
pot. 

Thefe are the avowed and obvious tendency of the 
meafures propofed; and they are fubmitted to the 
confideration of the public, in the hopes that their im- 
perfeétions may be fupplied, and their errors corrected, 
by thofe who are better capable of judging of thefe 
things than the writer, whofe only claim to merit no- 
tice is the uprightnefs of his intentions. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


Queries refpeting the Georgium Sidus. 
Sir, 


As I have lived in the country fince the year 178¢ 
till very lately, I have heard nothing as yet, refpeéting 
the diftance of the Georgium Sidus from the fun, ex- 
cept from a calculation made by Mr. Lexel, profeifor 
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of aftronomy at St. Peterfburgh ; who infofifié us, that 
a circular orbit, whofe radius. is about nineteen times 
the diftance of the earth from the fun, will agree very 
well with all the obfervations that have been made dur- 
ing the 1781. As the truth of this.calculationdepend- 
ed upon dts orbit being circular, Which I have heard 
no confirmation of, and on account of the gréat-nicety 
required in obferving the figure of f@ fmalha portion of 
that immenfe curve, which the planet has defcribed 
fince the year 1781, it muft be owned, the weight I 
laid upon this calculation was but fmall. 

Some aftronomers are of opinion, that the new planet 
is the ftar, that is marked No: 964 in Mayer’s catalogue: 
This feems to be confirmed by feveral obfervations that 
have been made on purpofe to find it, in that part of 
the heavens where it fhould have béen, if a fixed 
ftar, according to the catalogue, but without fuccefs 5 
and that this planet’s apparent place in the year 1756, 
ought to have been that of Mayer’s ftar (on the 1 5th of 
September 1756, Mr. Mayer difcovered that ftar.) If 
this is allowed, profeffor Robinfon thinks that the cal- 
culations refpe€ting it may proceed with eafe. Others 
are of opinion, that the néw planet is the fame with 
the ftar No. 34. of the Britannic catalogue: As it is a 
long time fince I have heard any accounts corcerning 
it, I would with to learn through the channel of your 
paper, from fome of your ingenious correfpondents, 
which of the ftars, viz. No. 964 of Mayer’s catalogue, 
or No. 34 of the Britannic aftronomers in general have 
pitched upon to be the fame with the Georgium Sidus, 
and how they have determined its diftance from the 
fun, figure of its orbit, &c.? The giving the above a 
place in a corner in your ufeful publication will much 
oblige 

Your moft obedient humble fervant 
Edinburgh, LD 
Fanuary 27th 1791. ‘ed 
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To the Editor of the Bee. 
: Mr. Bee. 


{ rave often admired that part of your commonwealth’s 
political wifdom and juftice, the expelling drones from 
the fociety ; work or ftarve is their maxim, I with 
mankind, who are the only other animals that have 
drones amongft them, would follow fo wife an exam- 
ple. We have clerical drones, medical drones, drones 
of the long robe; nay, I am'told we have not a few 
drones in parliament, though I hope this is not true, 
as it would bea melancholy thing to have drones make 
laws for us. But the drones who fall more particularly 
under your cognizance, are the literary drones; thofe 
clear-fighted critics who can fpy the fmalleft blemith in 
the labours of others ; who will tell you there is not a 
new idea in the compofition, and how much better it 
would have been had it been handled in fuch another 
manner : but all the while the commonwealth at large 
is never a whit the better of their own remarks and new 
ideas. They ought at leaft be grateful for food to chat- 
ter upon: fie upon them, give them a fting, good Mr. 
Bee; I hope you can {ting twice without injuring your- 
felf. If this does not produce a reformation in the 
drones in my neighbourhood, and fet them a working, 
I will collet their remarks and fend you them; they 
may not be honey; but you know bits of wax are ufe- 
ful to your lam 
A Drone-hunter. 


We think this gentleman will confer a very great benefit on fociety, if 
he can find any kind of ufeful employment.—Shall be glad to hear 
he meets with fuccefs. 
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i a F 
Lo the Editor of the Bee. 


Objfervations on the Mangel Wurfel or Root of Scarcity. 
Sir,” ; 
You have méntioned in the firft number of your ufeful 
mifcellany, that the culture of the root of {carcity, is 
in general abandoned. That this is the cafe, I will not 
difpute: it is however, yery well worth cultivating, 
particularly in a cold foil, mt Cn other ufeful pot-herbs 
would be cut of by the feverity of the weather. This I 
can vouch, from an experiment I made, the firft or fe- 
cond feafon the feeds were introduced into this country. 
In the month of June, I tranfplanted a row of the 
young plants on a cold foil, without manure; at the 
fame time there were fome cabbages and favoys planted 
along fide of them; no other care was taken of the 
fcarcity than of the other greens; when the winter 
ftorms and froft had vented all their rage, the cabbages 
and favoys were entirely deftroyed, while the fcarcity 
root remained almoft unhurt; a few of the outer leaves 
were only affected. I gati:-red fome of them, and caufed 
boil them, when brought to table, they were tender, 
and had 2 relifh equal to any other greens ufed at that 
feafon. From about fixty plants, there were at leaft 
three difhes of green leaves gathered weekly, from the 
end of February to the end of May, that young cab- 
bages fupplied their place ; each difh was fufficient to 
ferve fix people for vegetables: Had it not been for 
this ufeful plant I fhould have wanted greens, or paid 
dear for them at market. The feeds of the Mangel 
Wurfel produce red and green plants; the latter kind 
is the beft; they can eafily be diftinguifhed when in 
the feed-hed ; it is 4 fpecies of beat beyond doubt. 
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I fhall have occafion afterwards, to make fome re- 
niarks on the Swedifh turnip. 
A Friend to Agriculture *. 


The following extra of a letter on the fame fubject 
from Dr. Lettfom, is of too much importance not to me- 
rit an early notice, as it fates flrong fats re/pecting 
this plant, that are, I believe, in a great meafure un- 
known. 


In this week I had the favour of a letter from the 
fecretary of the agriculture fociety of Amfterdam, of 
which the following is a quotation : “* The fcarcity root 
is already known throughout our province; we find no 
reafon to complain of this difcovery ; our foils are very 
apt to bear them, and particularly the fens and moory 
grounds, promote the vegetation of this root to a pro- 
digious fize, fo that fome of them weighed 36lb. with 
the blade. We confider both thefe plants (fcarcity 
root, and mowing cabbage) as a very beneficial acqui- 
fition, for fuch of our countrymen as live upon poor 
heathy grounds, who are always in need of proper fod- 
der to fuftain their cattle.” 

This letter, with my own experience, evince, how 
cautious we fhould be of indifcriminate cerfure. If the 
{carcity root have not anfwered with certain individu- 
als, it is not a fufficient proof of its inutility, fo various 
are foils, and fo long does it require, the beft mode of 
cultivating the products of the earth. If I fhould fteal 
leifure, I thall devote fome obfervations in print to prove 
thefe fentiments. 

London, ‘ 


January 26.1791. J. C. Lerrsom. 


* The obfervations of this correfpondent, or others who ftate any 
important fac refpecting agriculture, will be always acceptable. 


Vou. L Uu 
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Extra& of another letter on the fubjett of the Root of 
Scarcity. 


I do not wonder that thofe who have met with a 
bad fort of feed which has preduced plants with the 
crowns clofe to the ground, and roots with many fangs, 
fhould condemn it. Buta fample which is now grow- 
ing in the old kitchen garden of H » many of 
which rife a foot or more above the ground, have de- 
termined Mr. C to try it in his farm next year. 
The firft root he attempted to pull up, he expeéted to 
require great ftrength ; but it up came fo eafily, that he 
tumbled backwards, and carrying it to his farm-yard 
made his arms ache, fo as to convince him there was 
fome fubftance in it; he weighed two roots, one of 24, 
the other of 22 pounds. 

What originally induced me to try it was, that I 
found many people condemn it without trial; and that 
I could not meet with any body who had fried it. I 
teported my firft trial of it to Dr. Lettfom, who infert- 
ed my letter in the gentleman’s magazine, in {pring 
1789. That great philanthrophift imported a large 
’ quantity of the feed, which he fold for the benefit of 

a humane fociety, and {mall debtors; it is no wonder, 
that as no feedfman was employed, they fhould all 
abufe it unfeen. One farmer of this neighbourhood 
from the fight, or rather ftom feeling the weight 
of mine, was induced to fow four or five acres of it 
in the following fpring, which he found of fo great 
benefit to his lambs when weaned, that he determined 
to fow fifteen acres laft fpring. He had then juft got 
one of the Reverend Mr. Coke’s patent drilling ma- 
chines, and ploughed his land in ridges as dire€ted in 
the pamphlet fent with it; but having given rather too 
good meafure, he took a furrow from each ridge for a 
row of potatoes. His two firft fowings (one I think 
was in February, the other in March) almoft all ran 
to feed, and he fowed fome turnip feed on the ground, 
which will account for his not having turned his lambs 
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to it as in the preceding year, and for his theep having 
mangel wurzel, potatoes and turnips at the fame time, 
which he mentions in the note I inclofe you, which he 
fent me in anfwer to one, defiring to know what fault 
his fhepherd had found in mangel wurzel, as he did 
not feem to like it the laft time I had feen him, when I 
had not an opportunity of gathering an explanation, 
I think you will admit the note (which was written 
in hafte, while my fervant was waiting) to be a candid 
one, and to come from a fenfible mah. You are wel- 
come to make what ufe you pleafe of any part of it. 
ours, &c*, 

Note referred to above. ’ 

Sir, 

WHEN ewes are put to turnips every feafon, they are 

at firft affected by the change of food fo much that fom¢ 
die: they are by the thepherds frequently injudici- 
oufly treated, giving them too much at firft: ‘This feafon 
was very wet when 7 theep began to mange! wurzel 
and turnips,—two of them died,—I have about twenty- 
feven fcore,~-and I dare fay every perfon feeding theep 
on turnips alone, loofe as any in proportion. For 
the time, my thepherd declares he never faw fheep do 
better; and where my lateft fown mangel wurzel was, 
he never faw more food on my farm of turnips in the 
fame fpace. I was from home the whole time they 
were eating mangel wurzel, they had finifhed two days 
before I returned. At that feafon I never faw my 
ewes look better; my fhepherd now approves mangel 
wurzel, which is more conviction than I expected : 
but potatoes, he fays, are Superior to all other winter 
feed for fheep; and mine are fonder of them than ¢i- 
ther turnip or mange] wurzel. ‘They had of each be- 
fore them daily for fome weeks, I fow ten acres of 
mangel wurzel in April, and hope to afcertain its value 
on my foil next feafon. 

* In a future number will be given, am accoynt of fome experiments 
with this root by the fame. 

Uu2 
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To the Editor of the Bee. 


On the Birth-day of Dr. R Of St.—momay_ from his 
Children. “ 


Hart! O hail! aufpicious day, 
Sorrow hence, let all be gay,— 
Day that gave our father birth, 
Be thou confecrate to mirth. 


Health, the greateft blifs below, 
Health, which to his {kill we owe ; 
Still thy genial influence thed 

On his lov’d and honour’d head. 


Hear, ye powers above, our prayer, 
Be that father ftill your care, 
Him from danger Afely guard, 


Grant his worth its due reward.— 
Edinburgh } 


February 7th 1790. D. 


Nasaea=am@m>mEq)jlqq{C@mqCauanau@NqQqQqQqQq—qqquaeaaee 
| To a folitary Star in a formy Night. 

Farr wanderer of the nightly tky, 

Whofe folitary lamp, on high, 


Dim in its mift obfcurely burns, 
And all its fifters abfence mourns. 


Hail! fweetly twinkling, maiden ftar, 
Who, glancing through the troubl’d air, 
With mild and foftly trembling eye, 
Doft gild the cloud-polluted fky. 


So, gently charms the melting fair, 
‘When in her eye a penfive tear, 
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Slow gath’ring, dims its {portive fire, 
And bids unmeaning mirth retire. 


While care untroubled mortals fleep, 
‘Thou doft in heaven thy vigils keep, 
And wak’ft, to lift the plaints of thofe 
Whofe forrows rob them of repofe. 


Fair orb, who o’er the fhaded plain 
Dark muffi’d, hold’ft thy filent reign ; 
Doft thou in all thy wand'rings fee 
A wretch who wakes to weep like me ? 


Ofidoes thy pitying eye explore 

The friend, who, from a diftant fhore, 
Nightly beholds thy chariot burn, 

And weeps like me till dawn of morn ? 


Slow rifing in the filent air, 

Doft thou our mutual forrows hear, 
Nor yet the ardent vows convey 
Which each to other nightly pay ? 


O! could I on my withes rife, 

I'd feek thy manfion in the tkies ; 
That I might fee beyond the main, 
The brother of my foul again ; 


Back to my eyes at leaft reftore 
The friend whom I now fee no more, 
And once more in our minds renew, 


The joys which we together knew. 


Edinburgh, 
January 7th 1791. } 
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Farther Particulars concerning the ufe of Gypfum as a 
manure in North America. 
a 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. H. Wynkoop, of Verden Hoff, 
Bucks County, Pennfylvania, 13th Auguft 1787, to 
the Prefident of the Agriculture Society at Philadel- 
phia. 

“ Sir, 


* Convinced of the utility of plafter of Paris as a grafs 
manure, I communicate to you, for the information of the 
fociety, an experiment which I lately made. In the month 
of March laft, as foon as the fnow was off the ground, and 
fo fettled as to bear walking upon the furface, I fpread 
eight bufhels of the plafter of Paris upon two and a half 
acres of wheat ftubble ground, which had been fown the 
{pring before (in common with the reft of the field) with a- 
bout two pounds of red clover feed for pafture ; this {pot 
yielded, about the middle of June, five tons of hay. A 
{mall piece of ground within the inclofure, and of fimilar 
quality, having been left umfpread with the plafter, afford- 
edan opportunity of diftinguifhing the efleAsof platter of Pa- 
ris as a manure ; for, from the produce of the latter, there 
was good reafon to judge that my piece of clover, without 
the affiftance of the plafter, might have yielded one and a- 
half tons of hay ; fo that the eight bufhels of the pulve- 
rized ftone muft have coheed an increafe of three and 
a half tons of hay upon two and a half acres of ground ; 
in addition to which, it is now covered, to appearance, 
with between two and three tons fit for the fcythe. This 
foil has been in courfe of tillage about fifty years, and 
never had any dung or manure upon it, but yet was what 
might be called good wheat land. As the effects of the plaf- 
ter, were thus powerful upon fuch kind of ground, there is 
good reafon to conclude they would be much greater upon 
2 foil previoufly manured. 

With due refpe&, Iam, &c. 
Henay Wrncoor. 


To the Prefident of the Agricultural 
Society in Philadelphiz. 
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Ido hereby certify, that the above-named Henry Wyn- 
koop, is a perfon of undoubted good charaéter, and worthy 
of credit ; and I do alfo further teftify, that the platter of 
Paris is much ufed as a manure, in the neighbourhood of 
Philadelphia, and that it is generally held in high eftima- 
tion by thofe who have tried it as a manure. 

Samug. Powett, 
Prefident of the Agricultural Society. 
Philadelphia, June 30, 1789. 


Letter on the Ufe of Plafter of Paris asa Manure, taken 

from a Publication, intituled, Tak American Mv- 

$EUM. , 

“ Havina, for four years paft, made ufe of a large quan- 
tity-of plafter of Paris or gypfum as a manure upona variety 
of foils, and under different circumftances, 1 beg leave to 
lay before you the refult of my experiments, together with 
fome obfervations refpecting the nature of this fofil. lam 
the more anxious to comply with my duty to the fociety in 
this refpeét, becaufe many of our fellow-citizens are lofing 
the great advantage to be derived from the ufe of this ma- 
nure ; entertain’= z an opinion, that it does not in itfelf con- 
tain any nutriment to plants, but that it acts merely as a 
ftimulus to the foil, by which, although vegetation is for a 
fhort time rapidly promoted, yet the ground becomes ex- 
haufted, and is left a dead inert mafs. 

1. In the year 1785, I fowed three acres of light ifing- 
lafs * foil, containing a little clay, with barley and clover. 
In the month of April the following year, I divided the 
field into three parts, and ftrewed fix buthels of French gyp- 
fam on No. 1; the fame quantity of the American gypium, 
brought from the bay of Fundy, on No. 2; and left the ine 
termediate fpace, No. 3, without any. On cutting the 
fir crop, that year, little difference could be obferved; the 
fecond crop produced double the quantity of graff, where 
the gypfum had been put ; and in the fucceeding year, the 
difference was ftill greater, in favour of this manure. Early 
in O&ober 1787, the clover lay was ploughed once, about 
four inches deep, was fowed with rye, and in that rough 
ftate, was harrowed. The rye was of a fuperior quality, 


* This is a diftinG@tiion of foils not known in this country. dit. 
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and double the quantity on No. 1 and 2, of that on Me 3. 
After harveit, the rye-ftubble was ghed, and fowed 
with buck wheat, when a ftriking difference was {till ob- 
fervable in favour of the gypfum, and which continues in 
the prefent crop of Indiam corn. 

2. In April 1787, I fowed three acres of potatoe ground, 
(a light loam), with barley and clover. Juft as the barley 
was above ground, fome gypfum was ftrewed diagonally 
acrofs the field, about eight feet wide. Little'or no differ: 
ence could be obferved in the barley ; but in the month of 
September following, there was a ftriking difference in the 
clover, in favour of the manure, which would have afforded 
a good crop of hay, whilft the remainder of the field was 
but indifferent. I have frequently put gypfum upon grain, 
without obferving any immediate difference in the appear- 
ance of the crops. . 

3. In April 1786, fix acres of poor ifinglafs foil, fituated 
on German-Town hill, were fowed with oats, the ground 
not having been manured for twenty years it produced a 
crop not paying expences. In April 1787, one half of the 
field was covered with gypfum, fix bufhels to the acre. The 
latter end of the fame fummer, that part on which the ma- 
nure had been put, produced good pafture of blue glafs and 
white clover, whilft the remainder afforded little but a few 
{cattered weeds. In Oétober, the field was ploughed once, 
and fowed with rye; at harveit, the former produced ten 
bufhels to the acre, the latter not above five. 

4. A field of fifteen acres, a light loam, was, in April 
1784, fowed with barley and clover,the produce only twen- 
ty bufhels to the acre, the ground not having been fuffi- 
ciently manured. In 1785, it produced a good firft, anda 
tolerable fecond crop of clover. In 1786, the firft crop but 
tolerable; the fecond very indifferent, and therefore paftur- 
ed. In the {pring 1787, I withed to try if gypfum would 
not renew the clover. In the month of April, the whole 
field wa: covered with gypfum, fix bufhels to the acre, ex+ 
cept the width of twenty feet, through the middle of the 
field. St. John’s wort, mullain, and other weeds had tak- 
en fuch poffeffion of the ground, that, although the manure 
produced a great luxuriance of grafs, yet, being full of 
weeds, it did not anfwer for hay ; and therefore was paf- 
tured until October 1788: The whole was then ploughed 
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eight inches deep, with a ftrong three-horfe Dutch plougly 
Laft April, it was well harrowed, and crofs-ploughed, 
four inches deep, with a light two-horfe plough, leaving 
the fod at the bottom. The field was fowed with fpring 
barley ; at harveft, the difference of the crop was aftonifh- 
ingly great in favour of the part where the gypfum had 
been put, two years before. This ground is now under 
wheat and winter-barley, which have a promifing appear- 
ance ; the rotted fod being turned up and mixed with the 
foil, affords a ftrong noyrifhment to the prefent crop. 

“ 5. I put a quantity of gypfum, three years ago, on 
feveral {mall patches of roygh fod ; it produced a differ- 
ence in the ftrength of the vegetatigg, which is ftill ob- 
fervable.” 

What follows of this paper contains no experiments, 
but fome reafoning on the nature of this fubftance, which 
we think unneceflary here to tranfcribe.—Several other ex- 
periments follow, that have fo much the fame refult with 
the preceding, that it is thought unneceffary to tranfcribe 
them. There, are, however, fome circumftances of va- 
riation, in the following, that deferve notice. 


PemwsyLvania, June 1, 179¢. 


s* I wrote to you fome time ago, refpecting our manur- 
ing with the platter of Paris: 1 have now experienced it 
upwards of three years; others have ufed it upwards of 
fifteen: It exceeds any thing ever known. Pray prevail 
on fome perfon to fow a {mall quantity of red cloverona 
dry foik; a few days will evince its power. Six buthels 
to the acre I ufe, and it is preferable to fifty loads of the 
beft dung. This you muft think extravagant ; it is fo, and 
yet true. I have contrafted it for three years with dung 
in that proportion, and the refult is my affertion: 1 have 
upwards of one hundred acres now under platter, applied 
jm various ways, and on different foils; it has in no in- 
ftance failed; the laft I made, I fhall relate as follows: 

*« [In April 178y, I ploughed the end of a poor fand hill, 
which by long and bad culture had been totally exhaufted ; 
it contained no grafs, but was covered with wild onions } 
the next day after ploughing, I fowed it with oats, clover, 

Vor. I. X x 
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and timothy; when the oats were a few inches high, I fow- 
eda ftrip through the middle of the field with plafter ; the 

ound being poor, the oats were not knee high at harveft; 
fhe clover where the plafter was not fown, was very fmal] 
and poor ; but the flrip on which the plafer was fown, pro, 
duced clover near as high WS the oats. As foon as the oats 
were cut, I fowed all the ftubble with plafter ; in O€ober, 
the ground produced upwards of a ton and an half fer acre; 
and I now think the crop fuperior to the beft acre you ever 
faw §. 

*¢ The land I fowed three years ago, I mow twice, and 
pafture the bad crop; not the leaft failure yet appears; 1 
intend to renew a part of it, by way of experiment, with 
three bufhels of plafter per acre, after my firft mowing, 
which will be in eight days. 

“ It is generally efteemed to continue good from five to 
feven years ; it is much ufed in this country, and is travel- 
ling weftward and eaftward, I faw laft week feveral fields 
done with it near Reading, in this ftate, about fixty miles 
from the river. A fpoonful ona hill of Indian corn, will 
increafe the quantity about ten bufhels per acre, and it is 
found to ripen two weeks earlier. ‘The grafs as well as 
hay raifed from it, is found more nutritive than any other; 
fo much fo, that cattle fatten in near half the time. Were 
I to write a volume, I could not tell you all its advan- 
tages ||. 

** The foil of the plantation of the above winter is warm, 
being a loam, more or lefs mixed with fand, having a few 
inches of black mould on the furface, and nota cold clay. 

“« The plafter generally made ufe of in the United States 
of America, is imported from Havre de Grace, and fome 
from Halifax, in Nova Scotia, but of a much inferior qua- 
lity, unlefs got in depth, and not near the furface of the 
earth, The plafter is found in Yorkfhire, and in fome 
other parts of the kingdom, but whether equal in quality 
to that in France, experiments will difcover.” 

Aaaals of Agriculture. 


§ Ne notice is here taken of the ftrip in the middle, that appears to 
have been twice covered with gypfum. Sait. 
* {| This account has much the air of exaggeration. Edit. 
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Parifh of Holywood, from Sir Fobn Sinclair's fatiftical 
Account of Scotland, concluded from page 318. 
Popalation.—On the laft day of the yeat 1790, there 
were living in the parifh of Holywood 736 perfons, cf 
whom there were, 
Under ten years of age, - 166 
Between ten and twenty, 146 
Above twenty unmarried, 160 
Widowers or widows, - 4° 
Married, - 224 
* 736 
Out of the 736 perfons, 11 were between 80 and yo 
years old, which is an uncommon number among fo few 
inhabitants. The return to Dr. Webfter of the popula- 
tion of Holywood, about forty years ago, was 612 fouls; 
the inhabitants have therefore increafed 124 fince that pe- 
riod. 


Abftra& of the Baptifms, Marriages and Burials for the 
laft ten Years. 


Years. Baptifms. Marriages. Burials. 


Lo 
20 
8 
11 
& 
14 
II 
8 
8 
10 


23 
18 
15 
15 
~ 73 
16 
16 
14 
13 
19 
162 
Yearly average —— 
nearly, 16 iI 
The great number of deaths in 1782, was owing to an 
infectious fever in the weft part of the parifh, where the 
valley is narroweft ; and the large number in 1786, was 


owing to the ravages of the natural {mall pox. 
Xx 2 
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Divifion of the Inhabitants, and their Occupations —All the 
inhabitants are farmers, and cotagers employed by them, 
except thofe afterwards mentioned. About ten of the inha- 
bitants are {mall proprietors oflands, which they occupy 
themfelves. There are eight weavers, two bleachers, two 
fhoe-makers, two millers, five blackfmiths, five mafons, 
four taylors, and eight joiners: all of whom are employed 
in working for the inhabitants of the parifh, and not in ma- 
nufaéturing articles for fale. There are no houthold fer- 
vants except in gentleman’s families, and thefe are few. 
There are about thirty-two male, and thirty-fix female 
labouring fervants. The greateft part of the farming and 
dairy work is done by the ee themfelves, their wives, 
their fons, and daughters, and cottagers ; which laft work 
either by the piece or by the year, receiving what is called 
a benefit ; that is, a houfe, yard, peats, 52 ftones of meal, a 
quantity of potatoes, and as much money as, with thefe ar- 
ticles would, communibus annis, amount to thirteen pounds 
Sterling per annum. Befides the above mentioned fervants, 
fome fhearers are hired by the day from the adjacent moor 
countries. It is remarkable that all the inhabitants are 
natives of this ifland, except one perfon only, who comes 
from Ireland. There are no nobility refident in the pariflt, 
andthe gentry amount only to twenty-feven perfons befides 
their domeftics. All the inhabitants are of the eftablifhed 
church, except fix Cameronians, nine Burgher Seceders, 
two of the church of England, and three Catholics: but 
moft of all thefe denominations attend the parifh clurch 
occafionally, except the Catholics. 

General Charaéer.—They are afober, regular, and in- 
duftrious people, all employed in farming, except the few 
above mentioned. They are generous and humane, al- 
though they have not been calledto the exertion of thefe qua- 
litiesby any remarkable events,except in the year 1782 and 
1783, as fhall be mentioned,afterwards. They enjoy in a 
reafonable degree, the conveniencies and comforts of fo- 
ciety, and are in general as contented with their fituation 
as moft people. Their condition, however, might be me- 
liorated, could the heavy multures be removed, whitli 
hinder improvements in agriculture ; er could coals be im- 
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portedduty free,which checks any attempts to the eftablifh- 
ingmanufactures. With refpea to the morals of thepeople,it 
may be obferved, thatduringthe time of theprefent incum- 
bent, which is 19 years, only one perfon has been banifhed 
for theft, and one enlifted fora foldier: This laft, ina few 
months, folicited his friends to make applicationto get him 
out of the army, which they did with fuccefs ; and he has 
ever fince lived in the parifh an induftrious labouring man. 
In regard to other particulars, they are healthy, robuit, 
and rather above the common ftature. Several inftances of 
longevity have been obferved among them. Within thefe 
few years, three perfons have died,whofe ages were 90, 955 
and 96. : 

Church.—The value of the living, including the glebe, 
is about 1201. Sterling. The laft patron was Robert Be- 
veridge of Fourmerkland, Efq. the proprietor of an eftate 
of that name in the parifh. He died lately, and by his 
death, the patronage devolved to his fifters, the eldeit of 
whom is married to the Rev. Mr. James M‘Millan miniiter 
of Torthorwald. 

The manfe § and office houfes were all new built in 1773; 
the chich in 1779; and the two ichool houfes in 1782; 
all whith buildings are now in excellent repair. 

State of the Poor.—The average number of poor who now 
receive alms is fifteen. The annual fum expended for their 
relicf, is about 321. Sterling, produced by the colleétions 
in the church on Sundays, excepting the intereft of a {mall 
fum appropriated to them. Thefe fifteen perfons are all 
maintained in their own houfes, or boarded in other fa- 
milies ; none of them are kept in hofpitals or work-houfes. 
The greateft number of them earnabout two-thirds of their 
maintenance. Thofe who are orphans under ten years old, 
or who are very old and infirm, and without relations to 
affit them, are boarded out at the rate of 41. Sterling per 
annum. Befides the relief from the parifh, the poor receive 
frequent fupplies of food and clothes from charitable and 
well-difpofed people. ‘They are however kept from begg- 







































§ The parfonage houfe, thus called all over Scotland, is evidently 
derived, as man/ien is from the Latin manco, to rewain or abide, 
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ing from door to dvor moft effectually, by the affurance of 
their inevitably lofing all parith relief if they perfift in the 
practice. As the church feffion § is extremely attentive 
tc give them relief, according to their neceffities, to provide 
medical affi'tance for them when fick, to pay the fchool- 
mafter for teaching their children reading, writing, and 
the common rules of arithmetic, their own intereft induces 
them to comply with the defire of the feffion, not to beg. 
Beggars, however, occafionally infeft the parifh, but they 
do not belong to nor refide in it. 

Price of Grain and Provifions.—The price of wheat, bar- 
ley, and oats are generally regulated by the Liverpool and 
Greenock markets, being juft as much below the prices at 
thefe places, as will pay freight, and afford a very moderate 
profit to the corn merchants, who export the grain to one 
or other of thefe places. For many years pait, the price of 
grain has been in general the fame as in the Londonmarket, 
which is always a little below that of Liverpool. Grain is 

. in general cheaper here about Candlemas,themarketsbeing 
then overftocked by the farmers anxiety to make up ticir 
half-year’s rent, which is payable at that term. Communibus 
arinis, wheat is ¢ s. barley 2s. 2d. and oats 1s. 19d. the 
Winchelter bufhel. The prefent average price of beef, veal, 
mutton, lamb, and pork through the year is 3 d. the pound 
of 16 ounces, for thofe of the beft qualities. At particular 
times of the year they are all much cheaper ; and though 
at fome periods they amount to 5d. a pound thefe dear 
times do not laft long. The price of a roafting pig is 4s ; 
of a goofe 2s.) of a turkey 2s. 6d; of aduck tod.; ofa 
hen is; of a chicken 3d.; of rabbits, though there are 
few of them, 1s. the pair without the fkins ; butter is gd. 
the pound of 24 ounces: cheefe varies according to its 
richnefs and age. 

Price of Labour.—The wages of men labourers are ts. a 
day from the firft of March to the firft of November, and 
1cd. the reft of the year, except that in time of harveft 
they are 13d; and of mowing 18d. The wages of women 
are, for working at peats, 8d.; at turnip weeding, hay 
making, and other farm work in fummer, 7d. ; {hearing in 


§ The church f-fion is the fame as the weffry in the Englith parifhes. 
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harveft, 13d, Both men and women furnith their own pro- 
vifions out of their wages. The day wages of a carpenter 
and a mafon, are 1s. 8d. ; of a bricklayer and flater, s.; 
* of a taylor, 1 s. without, or 6d. with meat. Work, how. 
ever, is generally done by the piece. The average of farm 
fervants, when they eat in the houfe, is 71. for men, and 
3 1. for women; but the farm fervants are generally paid by 
what is calied a benefit, before defcribed ; and if the man’s 
wife and children are employed by the farmer, their work 
is feparately paid for. The wages of domettic fervants 
are nearly the fame with thofe of farm fervants. 

Expences of a Labourer’s Family.—The expences of acom- 
mon labourer, when married, and with four or five chi:d- 
ren, is about 161. a year. The wages which he receives, 
together with the indultry of his wife, enabie him to live 
tolerably comfortable, and to give his childien an educa- 
tion proper for their ftation, provided he and his wife are 
fober, induftrious, and frugal : Thote of them who are em- 
barraffed in their circumftances, owe their poverty cither 
to their own, or to their wife’s bad condu&. That the la- 
bourers can maintain their families at this {mall expence, is 
owing to the farmers, from whom they havecottages, allow- 
ing them as much land for one year’s rent free, to plant 
potatoes in, as they can manure fuificiently with afhes, or 
fuch dung as they can provide for themfelves ; and thefe 
potatoes conftitute at lealt one half of their year’s foal. 

Divifion and Rent of Lands.—A great part of the parith 
is inclofed, but a confiderable part ilill lies open. The far- 
mers feem fufficiently convinced of the advantages cf inciof- 
ing, and would willingly allow their landlords intere.t for 
fuch fums of money as would be nece ary for making inclo- 
fures. ‘Che farms are in general frore 4‘l. to rgol. a year, 
but there are fome few from 4c]. down to as imail as 81. 


* The wages of thefe four artifts were zd. lefs before the year 1788, 
at that time an uncommon fpirit for building appearing in the country 
increafed the demand for labour of that kind. ‘This fpirit proceeded 
trom the gencral tafle for good houfes, which marks this period, and 
from miany monied nen, who, having purchafed eftates in this part of 
the country, are buiiding elegant manfion-houtes for themfcives, and 
geod faszn houfes for theiz tenants. 
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About the year 1771, a fpirit of improvement appeared in 
the parifh, when the farms became larger thantheyhadfor- 
merly been; but for fome years paft they have continued 
nearly of the fame fize. The beit arable land is let from 
sl. ts. tol. 10s. ; and the inferior from 20s. to 7 s. an 
acre. The hill pafture is not let by the acre, but by the 
lump. The whole rent of the parifh amounts to fomething 
more than 30001, Sterling per annum, including houfes, 
and the fmall fifheries in the Nith and Cluden. The heri- 
tors are thirty-one in number, of whom ten of the fmall ones 
and three of the largeft, refide in the parifh. There is no 
map of the parifh, the number of acres in it have not con- 
fequently been precifely afcertained ; they are eftimated at 
about 75¢0. . Of thefe, about 60 are employed for raifing 
wheat, 250 for barley, 20 for peafe and beans, 10 for rye, 
1310 for oats, 100 for potatoes, 30 for turnip and cabbage, 
20 for flax and hemp, 500 for fown grafs, the reft is paftu- 
rage, except about 1 soacresforroadsand plantations. None 
of the ground is common ; and every proprietor knows the 
exact marches of his eftate ; but a confiderable quantity of 
the hilly part muft always lie in a ftate of pafturage, not be- 
ing arable on account of the fteepnefs of the hills. Several 
hundred acres, however, of the lower parts of thefe unbrok- 
en grounds, are capable of cultivation; and, if properly 
improved, would pay well for the labour beftowed on them. 
The greateft part of tte parifh is thirled * to the mill of 
Cluden, and pays a very high multure +, which greatly 
tends to retard the cultivation and improvement of the 
diftrict. 

Mode of Cultivation.— There are 70 ploughs in the parifh. 
Thofe ufed in the firft divifion, fee page 5 16, and the great- 


* When the laird, ¢. ¢. lord of the manor, builds a mill, he obliges 
his tenants to have all their corn ground at chat mill only. ‘The farnis 
are then faid to be thirled, or under thirlage to the mill. But fometimes, 
as is the cafe here, the tenants of one eftate are thitled to the mill of 
another, which, when the dues are high, is a great bar co improvement, 


+ Multure is a certain ftipulated quantity of meal, given as payment to 
the miller for grinding the corn : And all corn grown on farms thirled 
to the mill is obliged to pay multure, whether the corn be ground a 


thar mill or cle where. 
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eft part of the fecond, viz. the light foil, are the {mall En- 
glith plough ; in part of the fecond, and adjoining part of 
the third, they ule the Scotch plough with the Englifh 
mould board, or ploughs compoied partly on the model of 
the old Scotch, and partly on that of the Englifh; and in 
the remaining part of the third, the Scotch piough only is 
ufed. Each of thefe ploughs feems well adapted for the 
nature of the foil in the aiftria where they are ufed. The 
Englith plough is certainly the beft ; but it can only work 
properly in land that is free from ftones. The Scotch 
plough, when properly made, is doubtlefs the fitteit for 
ftrong land; and, laftly, the plough compofed of the two, 
is the moft proper for land that is compofed of the two 
kinds above mentioned; and thefe are the nature of the 
different foils in which the feveral kinds of ploughs are ufed. 
The ploughs are commonly drawn by two ftrong horfes, 
and one man both holds the plough and drives the horfes, 
with a pair of long reins. When {tiff land is to be broken 
up. from grafs, three, or fometimes four horfes are yoked 
into a plough of the fame conitrudtion, but of a ftronger 
make. 

Produce.—The vegetable produce of this parifh has al- 
ready been fpecified, under the article Divifion of land. With 
refpect to animal produétions, it is principally diftinguifhed 
for a breed of black cattle, for which the county of Dum- 
fries in general, and the neighbouring counties of the ftew- 
artry and the county of Galloway are alfo famous. They 
are very profitable for fattening, and many thoufands of 
them are annually fold, and fent into England. They are 
handfome, of a middle fize, and weigh well for their height. 
When fat for the butcher, the four quarters weigh at an 
average 36{tones of 16 pounds; but feveral of them amount 
to 60 or 70 ftones.. The number of black. cattle in the 
whole parifh amounts to about 1200. The fheep, which 
are kept in the hilly part of the parifh, are the common 
Scotch fheep, white on the body, but black on the face and 
legs; they are very hardy, and their wool is ftrong and 
fhaggy, butcoarfe. In the low cultivated diftriés, there 
are two kinds of Englifh theep, the one long bodied and 
long legged, introduced into this country by Culley; they 
are eres known by the name ¢ Muggs : the other is 
Vou. I. y 
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alfo long bodied, but broad backed and fhort legged, in- 
troduced by Bakewell. They are both all white, body, face, 
and legs: Both of them have much finer wool, and a lar- 

e¥ quantity of it, than the Scotch fheep. Bakewell’s kind 
cove the fineft fhort wool. From an experiment lately 
tried, a crofs between the two breeds feems to anfwer well 
viz. the ram of the Culley, the ewe of the Bakewell breed. 
In this cultivated diftrié and mild climate, the Englith are 
preferred to the Scotch fheep, on account of the greater 
quantity, and finer quality of the wool; their being lefs 
hurtful to the hedges ; and their greater weight when fold 
to the butcher. e whole number of fheep in the parifh, 
amounts at prefent only to about 1coo. 

The produce of the diftrict is, on the whole, much great- 
er than fufficient for the confumption of the inhabitants. 
About two thirds of the whole is carried to markets out of 
the parifh,viz. a confiderable quantity of butter, milk, veal, 
mutton, beef, wheat, oat-meal, and barley to Dumfries ; a 
Yarge quantity of wheat and barley to Whitehaven and 
Liverpool; of oats to Greenock; and a great number of 
young black cattle and fheep to the towns in the neighbour- 
hood. 

There are hares, and fome foxes, and all the fowls which 
are natives of the fouth parts of Scotland. The migratory 
birds are, the fwallow and the cuckow. During the whole 
year, the fea gulls, commonly called, in this parifh, /a- 
maws, occafionally come from the Solway Frith to this 
part of the country ; their arrival feldom fails of being 
followed by a high wind and heavy rain, from the fouth- 
weft, within twenty-four hours ; and they return to the 
Frith again as foon as the fterm begins to abate. 

Roads and Bridges.—The roads were originally made by 
the ftatute labour ; but in that way they were neither half 
made nor half kept in repair. Several years ago, an act 
of parliament was obtained for this county, converting the 
ftatute labour into money, to be paid by the occupiers of 
land, at a rate not exceeding 12s. in the 100 merks of 
Scotch valuation, and a certain fum to be paid by the pof- 
feffors of houfes in towns and villages. In fome diftri&s 
of the county, where making the roads is expenfive, the oc- 
cupiers of land have been aiffetied to the ullimum; but in 
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this, and fome others, the affeffment has never been more 
than 6s. for each 100 merks. The converfion. money is 
very well laid out in this parifh. The roads are put and 
kept in as good repair as the fum colleéted can poflibly do ; 
but as the roads are extenfive. and as there is a thorough- 
fair through the parifh, from a large and populous for. 
rounding country, to the markets at Dumfries, this fum is 
too {mall to keep the roads in fufficient repair; and it 
would probably be cheaper in the end, to lay on the full af- 
feffment of 12s. for a few years, till all the roads are com- 
pletely finifhed, and then to reduce the affeffment to 4 5. 
which would be fufficient for keeping them in repair. Left 
the prefent tenants fhould be aggrieved by paying 12s. 
while their fucceffors, who would enjoy the benefit of good 
roads, pay only 4s. the landlords fhould pay the additional 
6s. and receive it afterwards from the fubfequent tenants at 
2 s. a year, till the landlords be reimburfed. A great turn- 
pike road is now making between Carlifle and Glafgow, 
which runs through the parifh. It will be completely finith- 
ed in this county before, or about the beginning of May 
next. The tolls upon it are moderate, and will be fully 
fufficient for making and repairing it. This road, like all 
other turnpikes under proper management, mutt be high- 
ly advantageous to the country. ‘The bridges in the pa- 
rifh are good. The only large one in it was originally 
built, and is till kept in repair by the county of Dumfries, 
and ftewartry of Galloway, as it is built over the Cluden, 
which is the march between the two counties. The fmal- 
ler ones, being all within the parifh, were built, and are 
kept in repair by the parith. 

Antiquities. —There are no other remains of antiquity 
than the Druidical temple already mentioned, and two old 
houfes built in the tower fafhion. There is one large 
heap of fmall ftones, a part of which was opened feveral 





‘. years ago, and fome human bones faid to have been found 


‘init. The Abbey of Holywood ftood in the fite of a part 
of the prefent church-yard. About half of the head of the 
crofs of this abbey, was ftanding in the year 1770, when it 
ferved for the parifh church. Thefe remains, however, 
were then pulled down, and the materials ufed im part for 
building the prefent new church. The veiftiges of the 
Yy2 
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“old abbey are fufficiently evident, the church-yard; and 
the ro were | farm retains the name of Abbey. The pre- 
fent church has two fine toned bells, taken out of the old 
building ; one of which by an infcription and date on it, 
appears to have been confecrated bythe eg oer Wrich, 
in the year 1154. From undoubted records, this abbey be- 
longed to the monks of the order of Premontre, which was 
inftituted in the diocefe of Loon in France, in the year 
1120, and was fo called, becaufe, as the monks fay, the 
place was “ divina revelatione praemonftratum.” 
Etymology of Names of Places.—The names of places in 
this parith feem to be derived partly from the Gaelic, and 
partly from the Englifh, and fome from the Danifh. The 
names derived from the Englith are either expreffive of the 
particular fituation of the places, or of the proprietor to 
whom they originally belonged. Thus Broomrig, fituated 
on a ridge that produces much broom ; Gooliehill, fituated 
ona prey ground, producing much gool § ; Mo/sfide, fitu- 
ated on the fide of a mofs; Stepford fituated at a ford in 


the Cluden, where foot paffengers crofs the water on ftep- 
ping ftones, that have been placed there time immemorial ; 


Morinton, the town of Morine ; Stewarton, the town of 
Stewart, &c.; Holm, derived from the Danifh, in which 
language holm fignifies an ifland. From the Gaelic are moft 
probably derived Speddock, Barfreggan, Glengaber, Glengaur, 
M‘Whinnick, &c. Killnefs feems to be compounded of two 
languages, cella, the Latin for a chapel or cell, and ne/s, or 
naes, the Danifh for a promontory, or head land, (it may 
alfo be derived from the Latin na/us) Killnefs fignifying 
the chapel or cell on the promontory: the place fo called 
is the field where the Druidical temple above mentioned 
ftands, and it is prominent into the river Cluden. 

Eminent Men Natives of the Parifb.—Holywood has pro- 
duced no men of eminence, in learning or {cience, except 
Mr. Charles Irvine furgeon. He was a younger fon of the 
late William Irvine of Gribton, Efq. and the perfon who, 
feveral years ago, difcovered the method of rendering falt 
water frefh, for which he was rewarded by goverment with 
a grant of five thoufand pounds. 

§ Goo! Dr Johnfon fays, is a weed with a yellow flower, which grows 
among the corn, on light lands, in wet feafons, about Lammas. It ig 
the wild marygold. 
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Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The harvefts of 1782, and 
1733, were very ‘ate, efpecially that of 1782. Before the 
corn was all cut in this part of the country, there were in- 
tenfe frofts and heavy fnows. On the 2d of November 
1782, in particular, a very heavy fall of fnow covered the 
corn fo deep, and lay io long, that they could not be cut 
for feveral days after. Though the harveft was uncom- 
monly late in this parifh in thefe two years, and though the 
lateft of the corn in it was hurt by the froft, yet the harveft 
here was earlier than in any other part cf Scotland; and 
the greateft part of the corn was ripened before the frofts 
came on. Under all thefe untoward circumftances, ‘the 
crops of thefe years were, however, uncommonly good, as 
is the cafe, not only this year, but alfo in all late years, 
owing to the peculiar drynefs and earlinefs of the foil and 
climate of this parith. The general fcarcity of meal in 
Scotland during thefe two years, and the great demand for 
feed corn from thofe counties where the froft had deftroyed 
the crops, greatly increafed, as is well remembered, the 
price of meal and oats all over Scotland. At that time the 
farmers of this parifh had large quantities of both, efpecially 
of feed corn, to fell; and they cleared by it in thofe two 
years, more than they ever did in any other two years. 
The price of oat meal was then 2s. 6d, the ftone of 17+ 
pounds; higher than was ever known before or fince. In 
this parifh, the heritors and farmers, by a voluntary contri- 
bution, colleéted into two ftorehoufes,one at each extremity 
of the parifh, all the meal they could, and diftributed it 
among the poor labourers and artificers at 2 s. a itone, until 
it fell in the markets to that price ; and by thus lofing 6d. 
a {tone in the meal which they fold, they were the happy 
means of preferving their poor parilhioners from the gene- 
ral calamity- of the country. 

e*» That this extra& might not be imperfect, and to prevent it from bein 
divided between this and the fycceeding volume, we have been obliged 
to extend this number beyond its ufual limits. ' 

As it was found that what remains to be faid on the corn laws could 
not have been comprifed in one number, it was judged expedient to de- 
fer it till the commencement of next volume, that thofe who purchate 
either might not find it imperfe@. What goes before, forms a diftint 
article of itfelf, which is only lightly connected with that which wil 
foliow. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


A curfory View of the prefent Political State of Europe, 
concluded from page 280. 


What remains to be faid of the other European States, may 
be comprifed in a very few words. 


Portugal, 


Wise from the feverities fhe fuffered from the laft war fhe 
had with Spain, has been contented to obferve a firm neu- 
trality, ‘while all around her were engaged in war.—But 
fuch’a langour there pervades every department, arifing 
from a long continued erroneous fyftem of finance and 
political regimen, that neither literature, commerce, agri- 
culture, nor arts, have made thofe advances which are ne- 
ceflary to give energy to the minds of the people. The Roy- 
al Society of Lifbon, endeavour, by premiums, to turn 
the attention ef the nation to fome interefting fubjects. But 
the effect of thefe have not yet been fo great as could be 
wifhed, Should government cherifh that fociety, and conti- 
nue to fend fome of her ingenious youth to be educated in 
foreign parts, as has been, in a few cafes, done, their ef- 
forts, though flow, may in time produce beneficial effects. 


Switzerland,—Savoy,—and Italy, 


Aut enjoy a ftate of profound tranquillity at prefent. Their 
eyes are turned towards France. The attention of the fove- 
reigns are all awake for theirfelf-prefervation,andevery am- 
bitious project feems to befufpended. The inhabitants of pro- 
perty in thofe itates, which had moftconneétion with France, 
of Geneva in particular, have experienced a fad reverfe ot 
fortune, from the revolution in France, for the prefent; and 
they dread the future confequences. Tempted by the high 
rate of intereit that was held out to them im the French 
funds, they there lodged all the money they could com- 
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mand; for which, fince the fafpenfion of the former govern- 
ment, they have got nothing. This has reduced many 
wealthy families from opulence to extreme indigence ; but 
as the calamity is nearly univerfal, they bear with and en- 
deavour to comfort each other. Rome trembles for herfafe- 
ty: Avignon is ravifhed from her : The foundations of her 
power are fhaken ; and fhe looks around her, on every fide, 
with the moft fufpicious watchfulnefs. Nor are the other 
ftates in a fituation greatly different. All open exertions, 
therefore, of defpotic power, are fufpended, and will pro- 
bably never be again exercifed. 


The American States, 


Unper the influence of Mr. Wafhington, who exhibits a 
charaéter, that in the eyes of a refined Italian politician, 
would have appeared chimerical, are making large itrides 
to correct the evils that originate from their local fituation 
and political circumftances. While the people are young, 
and while virtuous principles in their governors, and virtu- 
ous habits can be found among the people, their energies 
may be fufficient to over-rule the influences of thofe political 
evils to which they are naturally expofed ; but fhould this 
continue till induftry begets wealth, and wealth luxury, and 
luxury corruption of manners, and corruption of manners 
depravity of heart, what is to preferve the people from that 
corruption that mult be expected to arife in every govern- 
ment? They do not feem, as yet, to have turned their eyes 
to this fide of the picture; otherwife provifion would have 
been made to guard againft it. The nation whofe fafe- 
ty depends on the virtue of its ruling powers alone, is 
in a very precarious flate indeed. In this fituation 
the American ftates are too much circumftanced: Wath- 
ington would perhaps have been the greateft character that 
has appeared in this or any other natiun, had he had 
the fortitude to guard againft this evil. But it is fo 
much more agreeable for an upright mind [imply todoright 
himfelf, aud diffufe immediate happinefs aroundhim,rather 
than to fufpend that happinefs by guarding againt future 
contingencies cf a difagreeable fort that is perhaps too 
great a facrifice to expect any man to be able to make. 
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It is much to be regreted, that the preffure of the prefent 
moment, added to the prejudices of the times, fhould have 
ever fo far prevailed, as to oblige fomeof thefe ltates to adopt 
a legal fufpenfion of the payment of debts. Idonotcondema 
this meafure fo much, becaule of its influence on commerce, 
and its exciting a diftruft among other nations, though thefe 
are much greater political evils, than that which it was in- 
tended to remove: But it is becaufe it tends to vitiate the 
moral principle, and to corrupt the heart of the people them- 
felves, that it merits the utmoit feverity ofreprehentionfrom 
the enlightened politician. In an infant ftate, every evil 
fhould be fubmitted to, rather than to allow the people to 
think it pofible for any circumflance to give the {malleft mark 
of toleration to a meafure that had but the /badow of injui- 
tice. I fhould not have been furprifed to have feen this 
in an old corrupted government}; but here they have be- 
gun where other ftates have ended. 

Eaft Indies. 

Our territories in India are yet extenfive; and like a per- 
fon who is on the eve of bankruptcy, to a fuperficial obfe: 
ver, they appear great and brilliant objects ; buttheirremain- 
ing in our pofleflion, depends rather on the faults of others 
than our own exertions. Had not Tippoo Saib been a brutal 
montter, it is not impoflible, but at this moment we fhould 
not have had a footing in India. His vices fight againft 
him, and aid us. But every defeat adds to the itrength of 
the native powers in India ; and fo foon as a man ot talents 
and virtue fhall appear among them, the European power in 
India muft ceafe. This is the unavoidable confequence 
that muft ever refult from the crooked policy engendered 
by vice and weaknefs, which has got footing in India un- 
der the name of fate necefity. This fyftem, when once 
adopted, diflolves all human ties, and leaves nothing but 
fear as the principle of action. But fear engenders perfidy, 
that is continually ready to burft, before it gives any warn- 
ing, on the head of the unworthy oppreflor, or if that fhould 
fail, it ferves as a principle of union, to conned together 
people of the moft oppofite chara¢ters and interefts, in order 
molt-effectually to crufh him. It is happy that heaven hath 
thus annexed punifhment to guilt, which no more can be 
feparated than the fhadow from its fubftance. 
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INDEX INDICATORIUS. 


Tne editor borrows this phrafe from a popular periodical work of long 
ftanding *. Under this head, he propofes from time to time to throw 
together fuch obfervations, culled from the letters of his correfpondents, 
as feem to be deferving of notice ; though they do not merit a feparate 
maa in the form they have been fent ; and to make fuch acknow- 

igments and remarks upon the communications fent, as appear to be 
a deferving notice, than thofe configned to the blue covers of this 
work. 

As the editor has been favoured with a great many communications, 
pipe | from young writers, he begs leave to preface this department 
of his work, aie few general obfervations calculated fdr their benefit. 

Young people are generally induced to write from one of twb motives, 
viz. a defire to difplay their own talents, or a wifh to communicate to 
others information concerning fome particular, that they think will prove 
entertaining or ufeful to them.—Too often, early in life, the firf of thefe 
motives is the principal ftimulus; and when that is the cafe, it feldom 
fails that their fond hopes are fruftrated. Writing is an art that re- 
quires practice to bring it to perfection, ‘This practice beginners mutt 
always want; on which account, their firft productions, in moft cafes, are 
extremely difgufting to men of tafte ; fo that unlefs there be fome bafis 
of ufeful difquifition at the bottem to atone for this difguft, inftead of be- 
ing admired, they are only deipifed ; But if an ingenious youth feels his 
mind ftrongly impreffed with fome leading ideas, which he withes todeve- 
lope to others, he will, in this cafe, for the moft part exprefs himfelf with a 
becoming diffidence, that conciliates good will ; and on account of thie ori- 
ginal thoughts that occur, every good-natured reader will be difpofed to 
overlook the little inacuracies that muft be expected to arife from inexpe- 
rience. When a young man is therefore about to communicate his fenti- 
ments in any way to the public, let him firft afk himfelf this fimple quef- 
tion : “ Is it merely becaufe I with to fhine, that I take up the pen? Or do 
1 feel certain ideas in my mind, that I do not perceive are familiar to o- 
thers, which I fhould have a pleafure in communicating to them, as I 
think they will contribute either to their welfare, emolument, or fatif- 
faction of mind?” If the firft queftion be anfwered in the affirmative, 
let him abandon his project at the time, and { will anfwer for it he ne~ 
ver will have reafon to repent of it. But if his mind fairly acquits hint 
of vanity, let him felect for a fubje& that which impreffes his mind the 
moft forcibly and frequently ; let him think of it often before he puts 
his thoughts to paper ; and when at laft he does write, let him try te 
exprefs himfelf in the plaineft language he can, without ornamen- 
tal flourifhes, or an attempt at the frippery of fine writing, which ufual- 
ly, at a tender age, makes fo ftrong an impreffion on the imagination, 

Let thofe who fee! a predeliction for verfe, be informed, that among 
all the trifling acquirements a young perfon can aim at, that of making 


* The Gentlemen’s Magazine, 
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rhimes, is one of the eafieft and at the fame time the moft infignifi- 
cant. Young people, in general, aR Sa pee 
nius, if they can put two or three lines together, that fhalk run, m any 
meafure, like verfes ; and whenever they can do this, they think fo 
much ef it, as never to be fatisfied, till they fee it in print. In this re- 
{pect, they judge erroneoufly. The faculty of meafuring a few fyllables, 
is a thing that any perfon, with a tolerably juft ear, can eafily attain. 
But a poetic talent, which confifts in a lively imagination, an ardent vi- 
gour of mind, \a quicknefs of perception, and a faculty of combining ob- 
jects together, fo as to form new and ftriking images, is as rare as the 
other is common ; but it is this laft alone, which forms the poet. Would 
our youthful rhimers attend to this diftinction, it would check their va- 
nity in fome degree, and make them hefitate, before they became candi- 
dates for the title of pocts, merely becaufe they had made a few fmooth 
and uninterefting lines. 

Thefe general remarks premifed, the editor proceeds to the tafk he 
has affigned to himfelf under this department. 

Viator, who writes from Berwick, as if on his return from a tour 
through Scotland, complains of the low ftate as to food and wages of the 
labourers in Scotland, and contends, with great warmth, that their wag- 
¢s fhould be augmented. But has he adverted to the fituation of thofe 
who have the wages to pay? Before reformations of this fort can be 
prudently attempted, many particulars require to be adverted to, that 
do not occur to a hafty traveller. And in every country, where per- 
fe& freedom is allowed to individuals, to follow what bufinefs they in- 
cline, things of this fort will inevitably find their natural level, with- 
out the regulating efforts of any man. 

T. offers an hypothefis concerning the human foul that is not intelli- 
gible to us; which, for that reafon, we decline offering to our readers; 
Metaphifical difquifitions, unlefs very thort and very clear, will be fpar- 
ingly admitted, as tending only to engender difputes, without leading 
te any ufeful conclufions. : 

" ¥. $-+-- ville propofes as a query, whether, if a perforation were 
made through the centre of this earth, and a ftone dropped from the 
furface of the globe into that vacuity ; the ftone, by its increafed velo- 
city, when ie reached the centre, would not have acquired fuch an im- 
petus, as to enable it to rife, on the other fide, as at firft; and fo on 
continue vibrating for ever? 2. He afks, what is the nature of the ge- 
latinous fubftance, called by the country-people, a fhot ftar? 

Verus obferves, by way of anfwer to a remark in The Mirror, that 
Dean Swift did not know the favourable opinion the Duchefs of Marl- 
borough had entertained of the author of Gulliver's Travels, otherwife it 
was not probable, he would have left a fevere invective againft her 
to be publifhed after his death. But in this conjecture, he alleges the 
elegant writer of that effay has been miftaken; for Swift was really in- 
formed of this circumftance by his friend Gay, who writes thus to Swift, 
r7th November, 1726. “ The, Duchefs dowager of Malborough is in 
raptures with it, (Gulliver's Travels). She fays the can dream of nothing 
elfe fince fhe read it. She declares, that the hath now found out that 
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her whole life hath been loft in careffing the worft part of mankind, 
and treating the beft as her foes; and that if fhe knew Gulliver, though 
he had been the worft enemy fhe ever had, the would give up her 
prefens acquaintance for his friendfhip.”” 

T. has fent usa rhapiody on the meannefs of the ufual mode of par- 
tiamenteering; the defpicable nature of fervility to the court, and the 
fhuffling tricks of the minifter, in which there is fiich a mixture of 
fenfe and vague declamation incongruoufly united, as prevents us from 
employing it. It is 4 pity this writer, who feems to err only through 
carelefinefs, fhould not beftow a little more attention to his pieces: For 
by rejecting incongruous ideas, and arranging his thoughts more prfo- 
perly, his writings would acquire a beauty, a juftnefs and energy which 
they want at prefent. We beg leave to obferve, once for all, that ge- 
neral inve&ive, efpecially in politic difquifitions, can feldom be of any 
fervice: At leaft, it beft ferves thofe who with to excite difcontents 
from particular viev-s; and as this is no part of our aim, we thall in ge- 
neral decline fuch writings. ‘This is by no means intended to exclude 
free difquifitions on any point whatever ; for as the editor will give his 
own fentiments, without hefitation, either for or againft any meafure 
that occurs, without refpect to the perfons by whom it may be promot- 
ed; fo he withes his correfpondents to do the fame, without regard ei- 
ther tu his opinion, or that of any party; but he wifhes they would let 
their remarks be perticular, and not general, and be exprefied with becom- 
ing moderation, as it is in this way alone, that precife ideas of right or 
wrong can be attained. 

An old whig, who affumes the oppofite fide of the queftion, arid fome 
others, run into the fame error of being too general and vague in their 
mode of reafoning. 

A young fudent, Mr: I: complains of the injury he has fuftained, by 
being obliged to attend a greater number of profeffors at the univerfity 
at once, than he can properly be able to underftadd, although he exerts his 
powers to the utmoft. If this be a real cafe, it thews the injudicioufnefs 
of the parents; but we prefume this is a cafe, that feldom occurs. We 
fufpec&t, the error oftener lies in the other extreme. 

Benevoglio regrets, that both writers and lectures on cthics, fo often 
disjoin religion from the moral pririciple, as he thinks the latter derive 
all their truths and efficacy from the formet. “ If the rules of morality 
are to be held binding on mankind, they muft, like the riiles and laws 
of human judicatories, infer, if not rewards for compliance with them, 
certain punifhments for difobedience of them. How then, are thefe 

unifhments difeoverable, and by whom inflicted? If we are not to take 
into the account religious principles, which, whether derived ftom natu- 
ral or revealed religion, inftruct us that we'are accouritable to a fu- 
preme being, who will certainly vindicate laws, which, if they have 
any foundation in truth, muft be derived from him?”’ This disjunction, 
he thinks, has given rife to a great many falfe fyftems, which have fuc- 
ceeded each other; and which, by being fucceflively thewn to be erro- 
neous, tend to infpire young perfons with a notion, that there is no fo- 
lid bafis for morality, and to introduce a fpirit of et 5 He then pro- 
Z2 
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ceeds to point out Paley’s fyftem of ethics; which, by making religion 
the foundation of morality, avoids this great ftumbling block, and ftrong- 
ly recommends it to the public. 

Agreflis complains of the brutality of fome perfons, who, with a view, 
as they think, to preferve their own dignity, require from people of an 
inferior ftation, degrading marks of debafement and humility :—And re- 
prehends with great juftice and feverity, the infolent meannefs of a young 
man of this fort, who permitted a poor old man with a few grey hairs 
in his head, to ftand uncovered befide him for a quarter of an hour in the 
ftreet while it rained hard; the gentleman, as he called himfelf, being 
f{creened all the while by his umbrella. Such difregard to the feelings 
of another, furcly marks a meannefs of foul, that ought to be execrated 
by every one. 

A Reader takes notice of the powerful influence of fafhion in certain 
refpects, and ftrongly animadverts on the prevalence of the practice of 
duelling, which he fuppofes proceeds from this fource ; and adduces ma- 
ny arguments that have been'too often urged in vain, to check this grow- 
ing evil. He introduces on this occafién a well-known ftory of a chal- 
lenge that was fent by one number of a /iterary body in Edinburgh, to 
another celebrated memher of the fame, which we think; had better be 
fufiered to fall inte oblivion, than he publicly conneéted with cither of 
their names. 

A Speculator, after pointing out the great benefits that would refult to 
any country from the difcovery of coals in it, if not already known, pro- 
pofes, that the proprietors of each county fhould affefs themfelves in a 
certain fum, to be equally born by all, according to their valued rent. 
This money to be employed in fearching for coals, wherever perfons of 
fkill fhould think they were moft likely to be found, without any tefpects 
to the proprieter on whofe ground they fhould be difcovered. If fuch 
an inftitution fhould be made, it no doubt might be the means of difcov- 
ering fome; but we would recommend as an improvement to the plan, 
that in cafe a coal fhould be thus difcovered, the whole of the morey 
that had been advanced by the community fhould be repaid out of the 
firft of the profits ;,and perhaps it would be ftill more equitable to fay, 
that each of the perfons who had been in the original affociation, fhould 
be entitled to receive what coals they had occafion for, for their own ufc, 
and that of their tenants, at one fourth, one eight, or any other rate that 
thould be judged better, lower than the fame coals were fold for to others. 

Scratch-crown points out the danger and folly of perfons in an inferior 
ftation, aping their betters in fathionable and expenfive amufements : 
And defcribes a kind of low daneing-fehool balls or dances, that are at- 
tended by journeymen barbers, and others of a fimilar clafs in this town, 
which occafion expence to thefe perfons they are ill able to afford, and 
are productive of many bad confequences. He therefore warmly dilf- 
fuades them from ptofecuting this kind of amufement; and rather recom- 
mends a tafte for reading in its ftead. F 

Marcianus recommends to the notice of our readers 2 poem written 
by George Buchanan ; an elegant epithalamium on the marriage of 
Mary of Scotland with Francis the dauphin of France, on which he of- 
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fers a copious comment :—But to Englifh readers this would prove no- 
thing interefting, and claffical fcholars can find the original in the works 
of Buchanan. It would preve a more acceptable entertainment to a li- 
terary fociety, than this mifcellany. It is a pity it fhould be Joft, and 
will be returned if defired. ' 

A real friend, objects with great ferioufnefs againft the effay “ on 
the iniquity of prefcribing oaths in certain cafes ;"” and with much ear- 
nefinefs, reprobates the doctrines contained in that paper, fof which we 
do not fee a fufficient foundation. The chief weight of his argument 
lies in the impropriety of reprefenting human nature in fuch a degrad- 
ing light, as to fuppofe that mankind are g-nerally influenced by worldly 
confiderations.—Now, allowing the fulleft weight to this objection, it 
can reach no farther than this, that granting /ome men fhould be found 
who will, in no cafe, be influenced by worldly confiderations, it muft 
be admicted, that there are many who have not the fortitude of mind to 
refift temptations. —We are even taught by the higheft authority to pray 
that we may be delivered from temptation. It is certainly, therefore, 
to be wifhed, that as few allurements as poffible fhould be held out to 
invite weak creatures to deviate from the right path. .And this, we 
think is all the moral that can fairly be inferred from the paper repre- 
hended. 

As to the circumftance of one perfon entertaining a higher idea than 
another of the human powers, refpecting virtuous exertions, different 
perfons have ever entertained different opinions, and will continue to do 
io till the end of time; and it would be a vain attempt to try to recon- 
cile them in this refpe&t. If they can be brought to concur in attempt- 
ing to render men better and wifer than they have been, a great point 
will be gained : and this fhall be our aim. 

Cato, who aifo figns R. fays he was deputed by a fet of merry fellows 
to give a critique on the ftanzas entituled, “ The feafon for remembering 
the poor.”” From the name he has given to the fociety of which he is 
a member, we prefume it was intended to be very droll ;—but that fpe- 
cies of wit, called umour, is perhaps more difficult to acquire, where 
nature has not planted the feeds of it, than any other.—The critique in 
queftion is entirely devoid of it, and therefore could have afforded no 
entertainment to our readers. 

Irony is another fpecies of wit, which, when dexteroufly managed, is 
exquifitely pleafing; but where i: is not truly fine, it is of no value. 
We are forry to be obliged to decline the intended fatire by a pretty fellow, 
on account of the want of edge iu the ‘rony.—Swift has evidently been 
the model ;—but Sterne and Swift, from the exquifite beauty of fome of 
their productions, have miiled more young writers, in hopes of attain- 
ing that kind of excellence by imitating them, than perhaps any others in 
the Englifh language. ‘To admire thcir pieces, and to be able to imi- 
tate them fuccefsfully, are very diffcront things. We with to fee as few 
imitations of any fort, as poflible. When the mind is ftrongly impreffed 
with ideas, it cannot find leifure to think of the manner of others, but 
advances with a firm ftep, regardlefs of the irippery of affectation. If the 
thoughts are bold and juft, the expretlions are ulually artlefs and energetic, 
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and feldom fail to pleafe. Meo fam pauper in 7Ere was the boaft of ari 
old author. A man ufually appears to much better advantage in a plain 
drefs of his own, than in more gaudy apparel that has been made to fit 


To the Reader: " 


At the clofe of this volume, it would be unbecoming in the editor not 
to exprefs the juft fenfe he entertains of the favour with which an in- 
dulgent public hath honoured this performance. So confcious, indeed; 
is he of the little merit of what is already done, that he finds himfelf 
much at a lofs for words to expres the grateful fenfe he entertains of the 
uncommon encouragement he hasreceived. Since the commencement 
of this work, his attention has been too much occupied by the arrange- 
ments, refpecting the mechanical execution of it, to allow him to be- 
flow that attention he wifhed to the literary part. Thefe embaraffments 
are now, however, in part abated, and he trufts that every day will di- 
minifh them more and more. But, upon reviewing this volume, he is 
perfuaded that few of his readers will feel fo fenfibly its imperfections, 
as he does himfelf. Relying upon the indulgence of the public, he judg- 
ed it more advifeable to delay feveral articles that came within the limits 
of his plan, than to attempt them at a time when it would have been 
quite impracticable for him to have dene them, what he would hav 
thought juftice in the execution. 

He has receiwedfeweral communications from anknown correfpon- 
dents, expreflive of fuch approbation ; from others he has received let- 
fers in fuch a ftrain, 2s could not have failed to excite his refible facul- 
ties, had his mind been in a proper frame for it. Perfons who can fcarce- 
ly fpell three words on end, and who cannot write a fentence, without 
committing the ftrangeft grammatical blunders, aflume the plate of 
judges, and, without hefitation, have cuiticized every piece that has ap- 
peared in this collection, and pronounced the whole, without one fingle 
exception, ‘ moft execrable ftuff.” ( pardon the vulgarity of the phrafe). 
Perfons, whofe reading has fcarcely extended to a c6mmon newfpaper; 
pronounced the ewhole to be borrowed from other performances, and have 
condefcended on particular pieces by name, as entirely tranfcribed from 
other works, of which the editor well knew, that not a line or a 
fentence had ever been feen elfewhere. Thefe performances he has 
allowed to flide into oblivion, without fo much as a note of remem- 
brance upon the blue cover. To fome others he has been indebted 
for fome juft reprehenfions and ufeful hints, of which he will avail 
himfelf. 

One general theme on which thefe unfkillful critics have uniformly 
dwelt, is want of originality in the pieces that have been offered in thié 
mifcellany ; a circumftance that ftrongly betrayed their want of reading, 
for in refpect of the proportional number of original pieces, this mifcellany 
as far as it has gone, may ftand a fair comparifon with any othe> that is 
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publithed, and without a doubt, contains a much greater proportion of 
thefe than moft of the periodical publications in Britain. This circum- 
fance, however, is here ftated merely as « matter of fa@, and is not ad-* 
duced as a proof of its faperior excellence. Had fewer original pieces 
been admitted, it is by no means improbable that its intriniic merit 
might have been the greater; as well chofen copies from other works 
may be more valuable, than compofitions that have never been publithed, 
Had originality of matter been al! his aim, the editor might eafily have 
fatisfied himkif; as he has materialsin his poffeffion that miyht have 
filled feveral volumes, without taking a fingle line from any printed 
work whatever. But as the avowed intention of this mifcellany, isto 
felect from other performances, as well as to give new matter, he thinks 
he fhould have been to blamic, had he not attempted in fome meafure to 
comply with the terms of his propofals. ‘This he has done as to thie 
particular to a,certain degree, though, were he himfelf to judge, not Jo 
muchas he ought to have done ; but he thinks he perceives, that others 
put ahigher value upon mere originality as fuch, than he does; nor will 
he prefume to fet up his own judgment as a ftandard for others, but will 
endeavour to accommodate himfelf in every innocent compliance, as 
much as he can, to the defiresof the public.. No part of the office that 
falls to his fhare as an editor, is half fo difagreeable as that of reje@i 
pieces, that perfons from the beft motives have had the goodne{s to fend 
him? and nothing but a ftrong {enfe of duty to his readers, could in- 
duce him to take it upon himfelf. ‘The writers of thefe pieces, it may 
be fuppofed, eye them with a parent’sfondnefs. One naturally feels a 
reluctance at the thought of giving pain: fhould the judgment in thefe 
circunpftance be fwayed a little by good nature, it ought to be confider- 
ed as a more excufeable weakneds, than a ftern feverizy. Yer the editor 
fears, that many of his correfpondents will think there is little room for 
accufing him of this weaknefs, while othcrs will fay he is guilty of it to 
an unpardonable ‘degree. Of this he doesnot complain, nor of the con- 
tradictory requefts of his different correfpondents, fome of whom con- 
demn in the fevereft terms, thofe pieces that others talk of with rapture ; 
while in their turn they difapprove of the performances, the others 
have highly applauded ; fo that, like the man with the two wives, who 
weeded out of highead alternately the black hairs and the white, were 
they permitted to go on, he fhould foon have none, or were he to liften 
to both parties, he would be reduced to the neceflity of prefenting a 
book, like Stern, of blank pages, as the only mean left of avoiding offence. 
Of all this the editor does not complain, becaufe every one who aflumes 
the office he bears, muft expect a fimilar fate. Knowing therefore, that 
it is impoflible to pleafe alike every tafte, he will go on to felect, to the 
beft of his judgment, fuch pieces, whether originals or copies, as fhall 
feem to have the beft chance of forwarding the views apnounced in his 
profpectus ; ever paying due attention to the friendly hints of thofe who 
think he errs, and relying upon the public indulgence for overlooking 
unavoidable defects. 

It is with infinite vexation he remarks the number of typographical 
ezrors that have flipt into thiswork, Of the circumftances that have oc- 
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occafioned thefe he cannot be a proper judge; but from their being un- 
ufual in the quarter from whence they have proceeded, they muft pro- 
bably be occafioned by circumftances equally unavoidable in a beginning 
work, as thofe which affected himfelf. Had time permitted, rather 
than have allowed fome of the xumbers to have gone abroad in their pre- 
fent incorrect ftate, he would willingly have been at the expence of hav- 
ing them reprinted : but this was impoffible : meafures, however, muft 
and fhall be adopted at any rete to guard againft fimilar defects in future. 
if ever another edition of this volume fhall be called fur, in circum# 
ftances which admit of its being done more leifurely and corre&tly, the 
ecitor will think himfelf bound to exchange that more correct copy for 
the prefent, to fuch of his fubfcribers as fhall defire it. As to the mix- 
ture of paper, and the inaccuracies in folding which were unavoidable 
at the beginning, he hopes his fubfcribers find already much lefs room 
for complaint than before, and that in future things will ftill be better. 

It was propofed to extend the prefent number fo far beyond the ufual 
fize, as to include the chronicle (which for this volume will be lefs per- 
fe than is intended in others,) and index ; but it was found that this 
‘would have retarded the publication of this number beyond the ufual 
time of publication ; it is therefore publifhed without them. The chro- 
nicle and index will be publifhed feparately with all convenient difpatch, 
and fhall be delivered gratis to the fub{cribers. 

No endeavour thal be wanting to render the fucceeding volume more 
deferving the public favour than the prefent. But the editor will be 
cautious of exciting expeétations which he may not have in his power to 
the extent he would incline. 


The difpute with Spain has greatly interrupted his communications 
with that kingdom and the fouthern parts of Europe; and the winter 
has precluded communications by fea with the coafts of the Baltic, 
which has greatly curtailed his correfpondence with Germany. But thefe 
interruptions it is hoped will now be foon removed. 
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SHORT CHRONICLE 


OF EVENTS. 


Ow the rath of December laft, the j24th. ‘The lightning was uncom- 
inhabitants of Banbury were alarm- | monly vivid, equal to what it ufu- 
ed by the fudden fall of the prin- {ally is in the hot months-of fum- 
ciple aifle of the church, for the|mer, and'fet fire to a feed mill in 
taking down and rebuilding ofthe neighbourhood. In the city 
which, an act had paffed in the|of Coventry, the battlements at 
laft feffion of parliament. Provi-|the weft end of St. Michael's 
dentially feveral perfuns had jaft| church received confiderable da- 
left the church; and had it not} mage. Lewis, Dec. 27th. The 
fallen, it was intended that the} hurricane, thunder, and lightning 
workmen fhould begin to take it] was exceedingly alarming at Hor- 
down on the morrow, in which] cham. The lighening ftripped one 
cafe many lives would probably] fide of the church fpire of all its 
have been loft. The crack was|fhingling, and melted the lead at 
heard néar two miles from the the top; it had alfo taken fire, but 
f{pot. On the following day the) the rain-extinguifhed it. At Hack- 
tower alfo fell. wood ging to the Duke 
The late ftorms and harricanes,! of Boltén, near a hundred very 
attended with thunder and light-! large trees were blown down; the 
ning, were more violent than. has| leads of the manfion in fome places 
been known for many years. The} rolled up like a f{croll; the tornado 
ravages théy committed on land,|(for‘fuch it might be called) had 
particularly in id, were very |its direction S. W. by W. and its 
uncomuion ; of the follow- |apparent width fcarce exceeded 
ing ate a fpecimen. In Manchef-| roo yards. 
ter, a latge manufaGtory and houfe; © The civilization of modern man- 
were entirely leve with the|ners has been frequently contrafted 
round. in Live »feveral new| with thofe of ancient Greece and 
Bui houfes in town and its} Rome; and the difference has been 
vicinity were blown down; many|in no circumftance more i 
buildings unroofed, and chimnies| ous, than in the inhuman deli 
demolifhed; the top of a mill, with| which the ancients fhewed for the 
its machinery, was violently car-| fights of wild beafts, and the more 


ried off, and thrown into the ad-jcruel contentions of 6 
joining land. Canterbury, Dec.’ we have always a jut 
Vo. J. + 3A - 
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“bhorrence of thefe favage fpec- 
tacles, and our public amufements 
are now for. 

more elegant 4 

entertainments of a fimilar nature 
are now much gone into difufe. 
Bull-baiting, bear-baiting, and 
cock-fighting have already affumed 
the fame horrid afpe&. The un- 
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nift with great courage, fkill, and 
activity; he was much lefs bruifed 
than Johnfon, who was carried off 


‘Tappatently, very niuch affe&ed in 


mind and body: 

There was a fecond battle be- 
tween the Ruffian and Johnfon’s 
brother, which was a very fevere 
trial of ftrength without fkuill. 


common rage which has of tate|'They*were both dreadfully beaten; 
taken place for thofe vulgar battles} but the Ruffian had his jugular 
called boxing matches, is on this| vein opened, and bled fo copioufly 
account.the mote: tnaccogntable, | from the neck, that. they were o- 
The battles of Humphries bliged to take him from the ftage 
Mendoza have inverefted the pub~} to fave his life. 
lie a8 much as the moft important] The emperor has eftablifhed the 
political deliberations. Thofe of} {tates ofthe Milanele in the pof- 
the firft rank have hovoured them} feflion of all the rights and privi- 
with their preitnées 4nd thoufands| leges of which they had been di- 
have the eveht with-the| velted daring the lat¢ reign, 
utméft anxiety. A future age may} There bas bech no public build- 
, perhaps philofophife upon them as|ing which has of late attracted fo 
a national criofity. We hall give} much the general attention of the 
an actount of one of theft undig+j nation as Somerfet houle. The ex- 
nified' fhews, as récorded with ailj pence has already amounted to 


the ferious folemnity of a judicial] 334,7001. ; a fum of, 33,5021, is 


trial. further to be , exclufive 
‘This day thé long expected bat-j of what may be neceffary for re- 
was between Big ;Benj pairs. It is foon} to undergo a re- 
and Johnfém, in a fimall ficld at aes Server the particular de- 
Wrotham in Kent. Upwards of fire of a great perfonage. 
2000 perfons -wert aflembled on] . Bafia, Nov. 10. General Pao 
this occaftoh ; Johafon having Joe|li is re-eftablithed in his former 
Watd for his éecond, and Mende |icharge of general of the national 
ga for his Borthc-holder ;—and Big} troops, and has been appointed 
Ben, with Humphries for his fe-|'Prcfsdent of the General Affembly 
cond, and W. Ward for his hottle-;/iof the Ignd-of Corfica, At the 
holder: Col. Tarleton and. Major |opening of the-Affembly, that ge- 
Hanger officiated as ‘urapires, audjnetal made afpecch, in which he 
Mr. H. Afhton as arbitrator. Af-|drew a faithful pi@ure of the mif- 
ter trhting for 29 minutes, a moft |fortunes of his gountry, and con- 
i blow, which gratulated the Corfican nation up- 
received on his right car, brought | on its acceflion to the glory cf the 
him to the gtound;.and).ar the! French nation; he afterwards ex- 
2qth round he gave in. Johmfon | preffed hisgratitude to the Englith 
was kriodked down 27 times, féll| nation and their benaficent king, 
Once by atcident, and deyeral times for having generoufly :{uccoured 
dropped on-one nee, Ben never | hint in his misfortunes. ‘ 
fell but when he ‘was knocked} On the night betwixt the 8th 
dewn, and ftoed upto his antago-!and gth November, a dreadful 
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in the town of virtue, and found not guilty 


of Oran. Within a very thort {pace| 18: January The Quern’s 


of time, twenty reiterated\fbocks birth day was celebrated with the 
were felt, ewhich fhook the whole |ufnat folemnity. 
town, and buried a great number! _ On the laft day of 1790, there 
of the inhabitants, and part of the|was a fog at Anifterdam more 
garrifon, under the ruins; on this;thick and dark than any which 
melancholy accidept more than’ memory or tradition cap parallel. 
2000 peri The peeple could not fee they w: 

A curious.difcovery, which may |along the ftreets, and ran again 
throw fome light upon the means other, even though they had 
of curing the bites of poifogous lights in their hands. The acci- 
septiion é&c. bas been ately pub-!dents on that day were fo nume- 

ifhed by a phyfician ol New Eng-!rous_and remarkable, that 

land, viz. that wher a rattle-fnake ;muft be attribated in part to 
bites the nofe of a dog, the latter | confternation and terror, which 
digs a hole in the ground, and, by; muft be the confequence of fuch 
Jaying the part in it, is|am uncommog phenomenon. It 
commonly cured. faid that more than 230 perfons 

Northampton, Fan, & A boy perifhed by falling into canals. 
was brought to the country hofpi-| The Englith cotton manufacto- 
tal on Wedneiday laf, ering Sr fuffer much by the importa- 
ifted fix days and nights wit tions from India, and this matter 
any kind of nourifhment. His! wall therefore be ferioufly taken up 
matter, who is: a fhoe-maker at in parliament. 

Rotherfthorp, near this town, or-| Some idea of the great impor- 
dered him to go on the evening of ‘tance of the woollen mieten: 
Wedunelday the .2gth ult. to a to England, may be formed from 
nei ring town with a wallet; the vaft quantity of goods in this 
and the boy not liking his bufinefs, branch, manufactured in Yorke 
took that opportunity of cloping, fhire only. It appears by the re- 
and was-not heard of till Tuefday turn of the proper officer, that 
night laft, when he was difcovered there were fent to market laft year 
by his groans in a calf pen in Kin- woollen goods manufactured in the 
flingbury-field, where he had re- sci¢ of Yorkthire, taking in 
mained from the time of his. de- Rochdale (a {pace of ground not 
parture fram home, ari muft very more than thirty miles fquare) to 
feon have perifhed for want, had the value of three millions, four 
he not been thus. fortunately dif- hundred thoufand,pounds. 
covered ; though it feems the wal-} It has been in contemplation to 
Jet contained a pork pye, which cultivate fugar im the Fandarch 
the boy knew nothing of. .A iflands, which lie midway in the 
mortification has taken place in great Pacific ocean, and very neate 
his feet, in confequence of being fo ly in the fame parallel latitude of 
long expofed to the cold. | Jamaica; thefe ifles are very nu 

On the 17th January, the trial merous, and remarkably fertile. 
of Lord Vifcount Dungarvan, cld- ‘The removal af the conviéts from 
eft fon sf the Earl of Cork, took New South Walesto fo very de- 
place; he was profecuted for a fireable a fituation, and the hopes 
robbery by one Welden, a woinan of being able to fupply the Chi 
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nefe markets with fugars, and o- »which the poor were allowed te 
ther tropical produéts, from which |remonftrate on their grievances 
ps eel + carey Bre ony ae hag or unity. 
may poflibly induce our govern- Reynaly who was 
ment to contider this fabjox with lately reored to rank as a ci- 
ferious attention. tizen by the National Affembly, 
We may infer the profperous)has the Royal Agricul- 
ftate of trade and commerce, in|tur Society at Paris, with a bond 
cheer, bee the erep dlach advance|for a perpetual annuity of 1200 
of landed has tak-|livres, or sol Sterling, for the 


en place oF I Mate ia the county of mp eatin were Se lements 
to be dit:ributed an- 


Lanark, lture, 

The following lift of veffels sul eanetach huafbandmen in the 
which have paffed the found laft different ro ha of the king- 
year, may give fome idea of Euro-|dom. To this fum, Mr. Volland 
pean commerce. has added, for the*prefent year, 
Britith, . 3788) 300 livres ; and the fociety 500 
Danes, .* 1559 |livres, taken from the fund deftin- 
Ruffian, ~ 6 jed for prizes of encouragement. 
Dantzickers, _The Irith parliament have in- 
Paperburghers, 
Imperialifts, 
Proffians, : e. nate ufe of ipiriee' among the low- 
Dutch, 2009 jer clafs of f peop ple. 

Bremeriers, 
Swedes, 
"Lubeckers, i 
t of 


Oldenburghers, 
Roftockers, : 339 the city was overflowed. is has 


Courlanders, - 22 |happened feveral times before, viz. 
Portuguefe, 


French, - 
Americans, 44|1747, and Feb. ‘9. 1762. 
Spanith, The following is the amount of 
rem a 104 |the ‘capital fam redeemed by the 
Venetians, 6| commiffjoners for the liquidation 
the national debt, on the lait 
In all, y of January 1791. 

The hiftory of the natural world |3 per cent confols, L. 2,753,800 
for the laft two years, is famewhat | 3 on bg reduced, 1,878,450 
remarkable. ‘There has been no Old South 1,091,100 
froft of three days continuance ;/ New south 8 Sea, 807,000 
and the winds of Europe have been South Sea, 1757, 242,000 


almoft as violent as the tornados 
L. 6,772,350 


In O&ober laft 6,365 1. Exche- 

parts | quer annuities fell in, and 48,515 1. 

the kingdom begin to talk audi-! granted in 1692, for 99 years will 
bly of accumulated taxes, and the Bon fall in, whith, with the inter- 
felicity of fome former age, in‘eft of the capital fem redeemed 














are regularly added to the annual!) 
million. | 


The ambition of the Emprefs of | 
Ruiffia, has been of late the fubject | 
| canvas, to the copper, by the fir 


of much fatire and odium ; but 
whatever may be faid of her poli- 
tical principles, her extenfive pa- 
tronage of the arts, and encourage- 
ment of genius, has perhaps not 
been equalled by any monarch, 
even of more civilized natiens. 
With all her faults, the has an un- 
doubted claim to the harater of 
a great fovereign ; and, in the an- 
nals of modern times, her name 
will be recorded among thole of 
the higher order. While engaged 
in a moft expenfive war, and bur- 
thened with the care of a great 
empire, fhe feeks for and rewards 
merit in countries diftant from her 
own dominions. Often has many 
individuals of this country expe- 
rienced her liberal munificence, of 
which the following are fome of 
the lateft inftances. 

When Mr. Wedgwood, by tak- 
ing for his models beautiful Ztru- 
fran forms, introduced fuch orna- 
ments, as banifhed the abfurd and 
grotefque Chinefe figures which 
formerly difgraced our drawing- 
rooms, and gave a new turn to 
the tafte of his country ; the Em- 
prefs of Ruffia was the firft foreign 
who noticed his exertiuns, and pa- 
tronized his manufacture. 

When, to the difhonour of Bri- 
tain, and the regret of every ad- 
mirer of the fine arts, the Hough- 
ton Gallery of pictures, was fuf- 
fered to become the ornaments of 
another nation, —fhe purchaled 
them; and that matdhlefs collec- 
tion, which was once an attraction 
to foreigners, and an honour to 
England, was banifhed to the cold 
and dreary North. Previous to 
their tranfportation, the prefent 
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Jeord Mayer of London, te whom the prefent winter im France and 
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the Englith fchool owes much of 
its celebrity, and the arts, much of 
their prefent diftin@tion, had them 
copied, and transferred from the 


artifts in this country. A fet of 
proof prints his Lordthip tranfmic 
ted to the Emprefs; and, in’ re- 
turn, fhe fent him a gold box, 
which does as mach honour to the 
talte of this newly civilized peo 
ple, as tothe munificence of their 
Sovereign. Though coitly, it is 
elegant. The rim is furrounded 
with pearls, and, in the centre, fet 
round with brilliants, is an ena- 
melled miniature of perfeverance, 
from a painting by Angelica, 
which was fome time ago engrav- 
ed for Mefirs. Boydells. Thefe 
circumftances, added to the fubjec, 
render the compliment more pecu- 
liarly appropriate. 

Dr. Buchan’s ufeful and elegant 
volume on Domettic medicine, has 
been tranflated inte feveral Jan 
guages. A copy in the French 
tongue attracted her [mperial Ma- 
jefty’s attention. To thew her 
approbation of the work, and give 
fome token of her refpect for the 
talents of the Author, the Great 
Chancellor of Ruflia, by order of 
the Emprefs, has lately written a 
letter to the Doctor, expreflive of 
her high opinion of his book. The 
letter was accompanied with a fu- 
perb medallion of gold, which has 
on one fide a baffe relieve of her Ma- 
jefty’s head, and on the reverfe, the 
Eque''rian Statue of Peter. the 
Great. This flattering teftimohy 
to the merit of his work, accom 
panied with a polite letter, has beea. 
tranfmitted to the Do@tor, by his 
Excellency the Count de Woron- 
zow, her Imperial Majefty’s Am- 
baffador to the British Court. 

Notwith{tanding the mildnefs «f 
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England, there has been a ievere: 
froit in the fimilar latitudes of 
America, than can be remembered 
for feveral years pat. 

All accounts concur in ftating 
the increafing wealth and profpe- 
rity of the American States, which 
however they de net enjoy with- 
out alloy or interruption. In a very 
bloody-engagement with the Mea- 
nu Indians, they obtained fome 
kind of victory over thefe favage 
warriors, by deftroying their wig- 
wamsand their corn; of the van- 
quifhed only 123 were killed, and 
383 of the victors. 

Six hundred conviéts from the 
goals of London, befides thofe fram 
other parts of the kingdom, will be 
embarked for Botany Bay, every 
one of which coftsthiscountry 300l. 
The veffels on their return will be 
- freighted with goods for the Eaft 
India Company, from the coait of 
Malabar. 

"The damage done on the weft, 


and north parts of the coaft of Ef- 
fex, by the late fpring tides, is im- 
menfe. Not one ifland byt has 
feverely fuffered. Thofe of Pot- 
ten, Wallace, and New England, 
are totally overpowered: in the 
latter, four hundred fheep were His revenues are flated at four 


dwept off by the violence of 
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Fouluefs and Canvey Iflands, have 
likewife received confiderable in- 
jury; Mr. Harriot’s new ifland is 
otally gone to fea; and there are 
three immenfe breaches in the 
north-weft walls of Canvey ifland, 
through which the tides ebb and 
flow with vaft impetuofity. The 
damage done to the corn lands a- 
~—-« this extraordinary inoun- 
dation, is eftimated at 20,0001. 
A fimilar difafter happened to the 
maritime parts of tix, about 55 
years ago, 

The accounts of the-capture of 
Ifmael, publithed -by authority at 
Peterfburgh, ftate the number of 
the Turkith garrifon at 30,000 
men, of whom 20,000 were flain. 
Such a lofs, if true, exceeds that 
of any garrifon in late times, and 
is by far more ignominious to the 
conquerors than the conquered. 
The confequences of this capture 
it is generally fuppofed, will be’ 
very advantageous to Rufhia. 

The whole of Tippeo Saib’s 
military forces at prefent, is reck- 
oned at. 155,000, moft of which 
are much fuperior to any troops 
that have ever been raifed, and 
difciplined by a native of India. 


the fea lmillions Sterling. 
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